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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTHENT OF THE AR{Y
HEADQUARTERS, 25I'H INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDQHH 1 May {969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR -~ 65 (R-1),

SEE DISTRIBUTION

location: Viecinity of (U GHI Base Camp (XT647153), (U GHI, RVN,
Reporting Officer: Major General E1lis . Willimson,

Prepared By: Major Michael D, Kealing, 18ih Military History Dastachment,
Kap References: Vietnam, 1:50,000, Ser’se: L701k, Sheets: 5131 %, 135
6132 11; 6280 I, 1I, 1T, 1v, 623! I, 7¥ I1IX, IV; 4232, IT, 7T, 1V, ("“"0
1,11, Iv- 6331 111.

1. {C) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities,

A, General, The 25th Infantry Division participated in the conclue
sion of Phase II and in the initiatdon of Phase YII of Operation Toan Thane,
The Divisiont's efforts wers keyed to fipding, fighting and destroying the
eaneciy in his base areas in order to preesmpt his ef forts for a new offensive,
Indications were that the enemy was sbill attenpting to launch a followup to
the "3rd Offensive," The prevaillng dry season enabled the Division to exert
4ts full armor, mecnanized and held. borae moWility in search ot the enemy,

48 the reporting period begzan, ths lavel of enemy activity varied Irom
light to moderate, The last week of Yebruary, however, saw the highest
levol of enuuy activity since the thifd of fensive in August id Soptember
of 1968, It became clear that the om-liar Jull hal been used by the onemy
to prepie for the general ol fensive of the Hinter~Spring c&npaign.

The {3t Brigade oparated ;dth three maneuver battalions (4th Batialion,
9th Infantry; 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry and A4th Battulion, 23rd Infurtry .-
(Mechanized)) during most of the month of Fetruary, On 28 February, the 2ad
Battalion, 27th Infantr:,, wao placexd ander the operational control of the 1st
Brigade, as intelligence reports indicatel TAY MINH CITY as a probable tar-
get for the Vinter-Spring of fensive, These units, working'in conjunction.
with the South Vietnamess airkorne battalions (1st/2nd/3rd/5th/6th/7th/6th/9th
at various times and the 18t axd 3rd South Vietnamese Marine Buttalions)
conducted of fensive operations to preempt anemy initiatives against TAY NINH
CITY, Later, during March, the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, was returned
1o the 2nd Brigads because the mejority of contacts were belng male in this
area, Throughout the peried, Troop G, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, flew
in support of the |st Brigale,

FOR ot uT DOWMGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS _
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Until the departure of the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, the 2nd Brigade
was comprised of five Maneuver Battalions, Thess were the 2ml Battalion, 14th
Infantry; 2nd Battalion, 34th Ammor (~); 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry; st
Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized); and the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry,
During March, the Brigsde regained the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry amd gaine
«l the st Battalion, 505th AMrborne Infantry, which was to continue opera-
tions in ths SUGARMILL (XT4L06) area, begun by the 1st Air Cavalry Division,
The Brigade oriented its operations along the BA THU-DUC LAP (XT5505)-MY HANH
(XT6302) and EIMNH THUY (XS6297) infiltration corridors, and the PHU HOA DOMNG
corridor along the Saigon River, Numerous other operations were corducted in
the HOBO W0ODS (XT6232), BOI LOI (XI4637), FILWL (XT6720), CITADEL (XT5325),
TRANG BANG (XT4919) and TRUNG LAP (XT5923) areas, The Brigale continued
dally convoy secwity missions between (U (HI Base Camp and DUC HOA along
Highways 8A and TL10, between HOC ¥ON and TRANG BANG on Highway 1, and portions
of Highways &4, 7A and TLi5,. In addition, the Brigade was responsible for ’
the defense of the PHU (UONG/BA BEP Bridges, and daily designated an infantry
battalion as a Division Ready Reaction Furce, A number of combined operations
were conducted with the 1st Wietnaness Marines and the 4th Battalion, Tth

Regiment, 5th ARWN Divieion along the Saigon River amd in the FILHOL plantation
area,

The 3rd Brigade operated in the northeastern portion of the Divisionts
TAOR with two maneuver battalions, the st Battalion, 27th Infantry and the
2d Battalion, 22nd Infantry (Mechanized), The Brigade conducted extensive
swWesp operations in the BEN CUI (XT4645) and MIGHELIN (XT5553) rubber plan-
tations and corducted a large relocation of the irhabitants from the MI GIELIN
to THL TAM District, The Brigade's efforts were directel towards Military
Pacification by the destruction of enemy forces in a pricrity estahlished
through coordination with the chiefs of KHIEN HANH and TRI TAM Districts, The
Brigade also conducted operations in the BOI IOI Woods (XT4637) and TRAFEZOID)
(Xr5742) areas,

Activity during the month of February developed slowly, Soldiers from
Trocp C, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, engaged the enemy in a skirmish north of
GO DAU HA (Xr388312) on 1 February, killing five enemy and capturing six small
arms, The following day, 2 Fetruary, they roturned to this area and re-
established contact abtout noon, Troop B engaged an estimated enemy company
entrenched in tunkers, Coordinated artillery and air strikes were placed upon
the position, and Troop B was reinforced by Troops A and C and by elements of
the 13t Vietnamese Marines, This action resuited in 30 enemy killed and 16
mlnﬂdo

Later that week (8 February) fighting was centered near the Division
Headquarters at (U (HI, Companies A and B, 2nd Battalion, th4th Infantry,
wers conducting a series of combat assaults along the northern edge of the
FILHOL rubber plantation (XT632236), On their third landing, they received
small arms and automatic weapons fire, This engagement lasted three hours,
Sweeps through the enemy position disclosed 12 enemy dead, At this seame
time, Companies A and B of the st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) en-
gaged an enemy force just to the east (XP624,220) and killed 25 North Vietw
namese regulars, The following day, elements of the 2nd Brigade attempted
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to reestablish contact in this: area, instead, they located a sizable cache of
arms, anmunition and. explosi.vee.

From, this point on, the Division intensifiel its surveillance and search
of the TAOR. With.last yearts "TET" of fensive in mind, and in.hexd- ‘of the.
intelligence predlcta.ons for another-major offensive, all efforts ware. bent
toward gaining early contact with'the enemy and the denial of his ammnitaon
and food supplies,

On 16 February, contact was male just-south of the HOBO DODS with an
estimated enemy company. «Company A, 18t Battalion,. 5th Infantry (Mechanized) "
male inttial contact, Remforced by Company A, 2nd Battalion,. 14th Infantry,
their combined fire pows resulted in 33 enemy dead., The discovery of caches
increased rapidly. 1st Brigade elements discovered two undergroind war ehotuse
unkers, eleven kilometers northeast of TAY NINH (XT37055), .on 18 February,

containing 1700 rounds. of mortar, remilless/mfle and ‘PG ammundtion, A
combined strike ty Air Force jets and Gobra Gunships of the 17th Air Cavalry
destroyel 210 tons of rice, five tons.of millet-and two and one half tohs of’
salt in an area northwest.of TAY NINH (Wr966568), Results were confirmed by
a ground assessment by’'the 3rd ‘Battalion, 2nd Infantry,

In the 3rd Brigade area, 28 enemy were killed-on. 21 February, A listen:
ing post from Company B, .2nd. Battalion, 22nd Infantry -(Mechanized), detected:
movement, near th&r night lasged several kilometers west of DAU TIENG (XTAAEHS2).
The ‘Battalion initiatel the action with organic weapons ard supporting artillery,

-and the engagement lastel for tw and one:hdlf howrs, Documents captured 1dm-
'tified the enemy as- the 5th Battalion,, 95C Vietnauese Regiment. These cnntacts

signaled the. bogiming of the Yinter/Spring offensive,

On 23 February, the cnemy launched the first-wave of the anticipated
offensive. The 2nd Bmgade had a Patrol Base named "DIAMOND I," three kild=
meters from the Canbodian border (\{'I‘337187), manned by the 2nd Battalion,
27th-Infantry, After a ten'minute barrage of mortar and automatic weapons:
fire, ‘the enemy mounted a massiva -issalt from the wost and the south In

spite of all availatle fires directed aga;nst the attackers, the enemy pene-

‘trated the protective wire and ocaipied: three defensive bunkm's on the south-

west side of the perimeter, Direct fire from artillery within the permeba'
halted ard repelled the enemy penetration, At 0530 hours, a sweep of the)
battle area disclosed 11 encmy dead,

Meanwhile; DAU TIENG Base Camp (XT4947), received a similar attack by °
a reinforced sapper battalion preceded by a mortar and rocket attack., A,
squad sized: enemy .force penetrated the eastern side of the perimeter, made
their way into the aircraft revetments and planted satchel charges,. damaging
tw alrcraft (0V-1i0) and one:helicopter (IOH), A penetration of the southern
sector was contained by an interior reattion force, This attack cost the
enemy 73 dead and 1k captured, along with ‘the loss of 33 weapons md 205
satchel charges,

While toth DAU TIENG ard Patrol Base DIAMOND I were under abtack, a
third enemy attack developed at Fire Support Base MAHONE II (XT521419).,
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‘located in ‘the 'I'RAPI‘.Z)ID arca several kilometers south of DAU TIENG, The fire

support base receivod a heavy volume of small arms, automatic weapons, RIG

and mortar fire, Tedr Gas was alsc. usad against one portion of the porimeter
in an apparent attempt to mask a penetration, This attempt.failed in the face
of the coordinated defcnsive fires, The ontmy was forced into a complote
withdrawal to the northcast through the MICHELIN Rubber Plantation, The

enemy left 38.dead behind,

On the afternoon of 24 February, interrogation-of an enemy prisoner
revealed plans for a second attack on Patrol Base DIAMOND, Radar and visual
recomai szance of movemént around the base cont‘imed this, Interdictory fire
and air strikes were initiated immediately. At 0100 hours, the base again
came inder attack. The. base responded with organic weapons, artillery fires
from three batteries, helicopter gunships, air strikes and artillery direct
fire in a continucus coordinated volume.of fire.. Us- losses ware one killed
md three \oumied A.sweep of the battle area at dawn disclosed 78 enemy dead,
Early wirhing and a heavy concentration of coordinitel firepower produced this
victory,

To the northeast, the enemy again sought def¢at by a-.second attack on
Fire Support Dase.MAHONS II. The same type.of massed firepower response used.
.at DIAMOND I, resulting in 2L cnemy killed and five captured,

The Division Base Camp at QU GII (XT6315) cane urder attack at 0400 .hours
on 2 Felruary, .Fighting began along the. northwestern portion of the peri-
meter, -At-0430 hours, the camp began receiving fire from 12m and 107mm
rockets ard. 75mn recoilless rifles, coordmated with a probe on the western
sector and a subsequent. penet.ra.ta.on of the southéastern sector, vhere a sapper
team succoeded in- destroying nine (=17 helicopters and damaging two others,
The camp's interior defenses and air and artilléry fires prevented any further
exploitation, Thirty-one- enemy were killed and eight captured during the
fight, This -attack on (U GHI concluded-one of the most active weeks exper-
ienced during the quarter, One thousand and thirty-eight enemy were kiiled
and four hundred and fifty-four weapons were captured,

Extensive riverine operations wero conducied in the Division area during
the month of February. On 8 February, the 3rd Brigade and the 28th River
Assault Group began Operation HUK FIEN III along the upper Saigon River, The

-mission was to continue defoliation of the banks and to search areas not

coverad in Phase II, Large amounts of enamy supplies wers uncovered in the
densely vegetated tributaries, and by 15 February an additional 20 acres of
shoreline were clearad,

On the western side of the Division TAOR, Operations KEEL HAUL I (8-11
February) and KEEL HAUL II (21-24 February) vere conducted along the VAl 00
DONG River, The Division provided ground refiction forces to exploit contacts
made by naval patrol loats along the river, The success of these operations
cannot be fully evaluated due to infrequent contact with the enemy, however,
these operations did restrict enemy movement and use of base aréas in this
region, The concept of this combined operation will be further developed,
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The month of March was characterizod by continued heavy astivity in all :
‘Brigade areas, The newly executed -offensive had gained' fuil romentiun, The :
Division intensified its search for the ehemy throggh ad,ens;,ve mownd recon-
. naissunce, niru"ohxle operations, and widesprexl aerial reconnaissance. 'I)us
apRroach brevizht success, as eYenaits of the Jivision tegan »» Mt the enemy
in his staging areas,

fmong the most successful operations during the month were in: arsas con- g
trolled by the 2nd Brigade desp within. the GXTADEL and BOI LOT 1DODS, On March i
Lth, Company C, 2nd Battalicn, 12th Infantry, performed a combat assault only
eight indles novthecst .of U GII {XT54725%) and mcountered @ heavy wlume of
fire from a well concealed and entrenched enamy battalion. The contact was
reinforced by a task force of three nﬁe, one nechanized, and one tank com-
pany, Three thousand reunds of supperiing artillery were fired, This engage-
mert lasted until {800 hours, An evening sweep of the aréa revealed 8 enany:
dead. The combined forces.-established a night defensive positioh in the area,
Early the next morning tlis posxfu)"l recmwd a hoavy attack by fire ad a
subsequent g;ound atback, Artiilery, helicopters and fighters- trcke the assault,
and caused the enemy to leave another 74 dead on the batblerxnld 4,5, casual- :
ties, by contrast, were light; 11 killad, 37 wourded, 3

The two day period, 17 tc 19 liarch,, produced -several i1l considéred
eneny attempts to defeat 2nd Brigade umii3, A night attack on Company. A, ist.
e Battalion, 5th Infantry (Hechanized), remllt.«-d in 0. éneny dead on. the 17th,
: . Later that same day, Company C, 2md udt:t‘lllonw 1Zth Infantry; fought an engage~
ment (XI'565227) with an enemy force in an open area, .h*hout reinforcemant,
through classic fire and maneuver, Company G killed 3} of the enemy, at a cost
of one woundad U,3. soldicr. Tis .same enemy force atbacked. Company, -C .two days
later in a night Gefensive position in the sanc aréa, The cover of darkness
did not improve their situaticn, They lost 33 i7i again, ihe onemy became
1ncreasmglj rec,cles.: , as he atbtacked a night defensive position of Company A,
2rd Battalion, 12th Infanbry, in this same area {(Hps<iy) on & ‘March, The
massel defansive fires -around the position producsd another 27 enemy dead,
A cimildr night attack in the CITA.)IL area ( iT55.273) on 21 ¥arch cost the
cnemy 26 kllled when he fought Company C, st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mech-
anized) Nume"ous small eacounters continued in this arva dz.nng the next
week, On 27 aml 28 March, the: Division made .0PMii the 2nd Battalion, 27th
Infantry, and the 15t Battalion, 505th Infantry (82nd Airtorne} to the 2nd
Brigade in order te ex{-loit the contact gained vith the enemy in- the area,
During the mont‘: of March; the 2nd Brigade delivered a major defeat to the
enemy unlts massed- 2long the Saigon River infiltration corridor.

The 3rd Brigaie oriented.its operationg toward making contact with the,
enemy in the MICGHELIN and TRAPEZ0ID aress and around DAU TITHG Base Camp, On
the.6th of March, Oonpanv C, 2md Battalion; 22nd Infantry (Hechanized) made-
contact with an eneaiy force entrenched in a bunksr complex northwest of DAV
TIENG (XT459503)., Company C pinned the enemy to his positions with their
machine guns, and directed artillery and air strikes onto the bunkers, A
search of the bunkers revealed 51 enemy killed, A renewed attack on Fire
Support Base MAHONE II (X7 521419) resulted in 21 enemy killied,
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The month of March also produced several disastrous enemy ambush attempts
against Divisional logistic convoys, The Division's convoy plans hal been
vastly improved during the past six month period, The very concept had been
changed from merely defending the convoys to violent counter-attack of ambush
forces, The convoys were reorgaized into small, well dispersed, march units
with more ground and airtorne control elements, Only a small portion of the
cargo vehicles could be caught in the normal 1500-1800 meter killing zons,
Control elements could clear ths zcne rapidly and security elements could
immediately establish a base of fire, while pre-positioned reaction forces
quickly moved in to engage the enemy from different directions. Thus firmmly
fixed, ths enemy would be destroyed in place by artillery and air strikes,

The first attempt came at 1205 hours, 11 March, against the DAU TIENG _
convoy near the BEN (UL Rubber Flantation, Comparies A and C, 2nd Battaliony.
22rd Infantry (Mechanized), blocked escape routes to the rorth and south,
while Company B exerted direct pressure from the east, Combined with this

» maneuver, artillery and air strikes accounted for 77 enemy dead, Only three
U.S, soldiers were wourded and the cenvoy arrived at DAY TIEBL on schedule,
The enemy tried again on 25 March along Highway 19 near the village of SUOI
CA0 (XT4528), Quick reaction by Troop A, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, and com-
bined fire support accounted for another 42 eneny dead,

The month closed with the same intense fighting, On 28 March, as the s
Division conwy moved toward TAY NIMNI along Highway 26, the eneny engaged '
the column with ineffective fire, The convoy quickly cleared the killing
zone, and Troop A, 3rd Squadren, ith Cavalry, again moved quickly to the
contact area, and, supported by artillery, helicopter gunships and air strikes,
routed the enemy force, killing a total of 8. On thz following day Company A,
4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry (Mechanized), while parforming mounted recon-
naissance ahead of a convoy, encountered a two-comnany force in the CAU KHOI
Rutber (XT3649) at 1110 hours, Company C of the same unit reinforced the
contact and with supporting firss they killed another 41 enemy.

fipril saw a general decrcasc in the larpger enemy initiated contacts with
the eveeption of the btorder area, vhare the cnamy again made several unsue-
cessful attempts against ist and 2nd Brigade patrol bases, Imlications were
that his plans were being modified. He would place increased emphasis on
disruption of the pacification effort by attacks on GWN controlled hamlets.
agsasinations and sabotage. U,S, Forces would be ticd down by attacks by
fire, attacks against supply rouates, amd by heavy ground attacks along the
border, close to enemy sanctuaries, As the larger encmy concentrations
became difficult to find, the Division spread its search wider, using smaller
F elements to cover more avea, Mounted recomnaissance, platoon sized Lagle
t Flights, combat assaults, saturation patrolling, long range reconnaissance
patrols, visual reconnaissance, and a variety of detection devices were employed,
| Increased emphasis was placed on combined operations with Regional and Popular
[ Forces, not only to improve their performancs, but to cover more area, Greater
b

emphasis was placed on night operations. These tactics produced results: The
number of contacts was high, and the numbe of enemy killed and enemy weapons
captured was the largest since May of 1968,
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On the 2nd of April, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, detected
movement outside of its night defensive position near TRUNG LAP (XT556219).
At 0045 hours, the Company nngaged the enemy with organic weapons, artillery,
and helicopter gunships. ihs snemy returned fire with automatic weapons,
RPGs and morters, but infiicted no casvalties, At first light, Compuny D
counted 49 sneny bodies, On the following day, Company A, 4th Battalion, 23rd
Infantry (¥echanized), in a combined operation with the 164th Regional Force

Company north of the CAU KHOI Rubber Plantation ( XT364i9%), engaged an enenmy
squad and killed six,

The 5th of April saw the beginning of another series of attacks on the
2nd Brigade®s Patrol Base DIAMOND II, which was shifted along the border in
the ANGEL'S WING sector (XT3322) as a lure for tha anaser  Aanas 7. dha
temptation was too great. At 0130 hours, , xprii, the vase detectea move-
ment in the area and engaged it with artillery. The enemy responded with
direct and indirect fire, followed by a ground assault., The defenders reacted
with a carefully prepared fire plan, Organic weapons, artillery, light fire
teams, aerial rocket artillery and air strikes broke the assault and mede the
eneny pay 20 to 1 for the attempt. Eighty-one enemy bodies were counted. U.S3.
losses were four killed and thirtesn wounded, At 0145 hours, on the 8th of
April, the DIAMOND defenders, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, engaged an enemy
company with artillery and helicopter gunships, killing another 16 of the
oneny.

The enemy made another attempt against Patrol Base DIAMOND III eaurly
on the morning of 15 April (0315 hours), He had learned something {rom his
pravious defeats. This attack was launched from prepared fighting positions,
was preceded and sustained by some 800 mortar and RPG rounds, and involved
an estimated two onemy battalions. The defenders, howsver, were ready, since
they had detected enemy movement by radar and listening posts, and initiated
the contact with artillery. The Division supported DIAMOND III with the full
arsonal at its disposal, The concentrated, continuous fire from automatic
weapons, artillery, mortars, aerial delivered rockets and machine gun fire,
and bomb sorties resulted in 198 enemy killed and eight captured. This
success was achieved through the application of the fundamental principles
of defense. The ehemy was induced to fight at a place of our choice, Zhis
position had flat, well cleared fields of fire, protected fighting positions,
and wire obstacles. All available supporting fires were pre-planned and
well coordinated. The defenders wers alert and had early warning of the
enemy's approach. The same fundamentals would produce an sven greater
success later in the month at & place called FRONTIER CITY,

The enemy was not quite so bold on the 17th of April when he hit
Patrol Base DIAMOND with 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire., Even this lirmited
engagement cost him 20 dead as the base comter-fired with their own mortars
and artillery,

The 2nd Brigade area continued to proauce the major contacts, particularly
in the CITADEL area (XT5225). On 5 April, Company A, 2nd Battalion, JHth
Armor, made contact with an enemy platoon north of TRANG BANG (XT575249).
Reinforsed by supporting fires, they killed 17 of the enemy, Two days later,
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in the same aroa (XT572244), elements of the ist Battslion, 5th Infantry
(Mechanized) and the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, under the operational
control of the 2nd Battalion, J4th Armor, engaged an enemy force and killed

33, '

On 11 April, Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized) was
attacked in its night defensive position in the HOBO WOODS (XT560280) at
0320 hours, With the assistance of supporting fires, tha company killed 33
enemy and incurred no casualties, The enemy returned two nights later to receive
another beating, This tims they lost another 24 killed. Apparently intent
on revenge, the enemy hit Company B again on the 2ist at 2145 hours
(XT7573262) and left another 21 dead outside the perimeter, Company BS losses
for the three engagements were one man wounded and one armorad personnel
carrier destroyed,

The 20th of April produced another strong contact in the HOBO WOODS
(X1566292), when Companies A and D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, assisted
by Company B, 1at Battalion, Sth Infantry (Mechanized) engaged and killed
41 of the enemy,

The 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, along with its Long Range Reconnaissance \
Patrol teams was active in and around the CITADEL throughout the month, They
made numerous contacts and destroyed substantial amounts of enemy ‘equipment.
On 7 and 8 April, two patrols operating south of the BOI LOI (XT514347),
detected small enemy units and engaged them, killing six. On the 9th of
April, Troop B and one patrol located another group of enemy in this same
&rea and killed 13 with organic weapons and helicopter gunships, The follow-
ing day, a patrol detected an enemy platoon, again in the same ares and killed
15 of them with artillery support.

Activity in the 3rd Brigade aresa consisted of sweeps through the MICHELIN
(XT55%%), BOI LOI WOODS and TRAPEZOID (XT5740), Numercus small contsacts were
made, The capture and destruction of enemy supplies and fortifications went
on continuously. The base camp at DAU TIENG was harassed constantly by small
arms and rocket attacks, On the 5th, 7th, 1ith, 12th and 17th of April
the camp was hit by rockets with total casuslties of only four wounded and
the loss of two trucks, one artillery piece and one building.

On 10 April, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry (Mechanised)
engaged an enemy force in the MICHELIN (XT572527) end killed nine of the
onemy. The following day, Company £ 2f the same unit reestablished contact
in the same area (X7582253) and killed 12 more.

Extensive reconnaissanse in the ist Brigads area also proved successful,
On 10 April, a helicopter fxom ths 25th Aviation Battalion received ground
fire over a wooded area near the border., Artillery and air strikes killed
63 enemy and destroyed a tunnel and bunker complex, Throughout the month in _
the TAY NINH arsa, the enemy provided a steady series of targets for air i
a{riku by indiseriminately firing at the Division®s aerial reconnaissanse !
elements,
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On the 16th of April, Company B, 4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry (Mechanized),
while searching an arez of previous air strikes (XT031794), discoverocd the
bodies of 93 North Vietnasmese soldiers, That same day Company A, 4ti: Battalionm,
9th Infantry, engaged 12 enemy. close to the border and killed 1i of them.

The TAY NINH Base Camp was subjectad to the same attacks by fire as the
DAU TIENG Bass Camp during the month, Rocket attacks were made on the 6th,
12th, 13th, and 22nd of the month resulting in ! US killed and 11 wounded,

As the reporting period drew to a clcse, the Division reached a peak of
success, Capitalizing on the enemy's desire for a moral victory, the
Division again set the bait close to the border, Following a stendard
procedure, & well entrenched company sized patrol base was established within
two and one-half kilometers of the border (XT202242). Work on the base began
on the morning of 24 April, and all defensive preparations were completed by
darkness, Twenty-one sorties of CH-47 helicopters were used to bring in troops,
bulldozers, demolitions, fortification materials, crew served weapons and
ammnition. Then, following & synchronized plan, wire obstacles, claymore
mines, fighting bunkers, covered sleeping positions, mortar and howitzer pits,
ammunition bunkers and an observation towor were all completed in one day.

In addition, flelds of {ire were clearsd all around the position,

This patrol base was named FRONTIER CITY and was manned by elements
of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry., At 2200 hours, 25 Apr, radar in the obser-
vation tower began to detect movement southwest of the base., As the movement
insreased, the defenders placed artillery fire on the wooded area southwest
of the base, and called for assistance of flare ships, helicopter gunships,
and tactical fighters to engage all of the suspected ensmy locations.

The enemy responded with a barrags of 107me rockets, 82mm mcrtars, RPG's
and anti-aircraft machine gun fire., At the height of the fire fight, “hrae
batteries of artillery and an AC-47 gunships attack along the southeast and
northwest sides of the base, All fires were coordinated from the base cbuervation
tower, and the 8imm moxtars in the buss marked targets with WP rounds,

At 0035 hours, 26 April, the enemy launched a battalion sized ground
attack from the southwest., In the face of the direct fire from the
infantrymen in the base and 8ll supporting fires, only 11 of the enemy
reached the wire and none made it beyond, At this point, the enemy began
to withdraw, but tho alr and artillery fire continued to pound him, 4
police of the battle area on 26 April revealed 214 enemy dead. Friendly
casualtips amounted to one man evacuated for shrapnel wounds, Interrogation
of the six anemy prisoners taken revealsd that the 271st North Vietnamese
Arny Regiment was the attacking force,
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Ir the early morning hours of 27 April, the enemy tried another attack
against a night defensive position manned by Companies B and C of the 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, just south of the HOBO WOODS (XT557287)s This
attsmpt cost him another 100 killed,

The month of April sulminated with 2,058 enemy killed by the Division,
s ratioc of almost 30 to 1. The most significant aspect of these figures is
taat they resulted primarily from contacts initiated by the Division, Even
the large enemy attacks along the border were the result of Division plans,

Other Significant Activities:

The accslerated pacification campaign, "Colors Up," was cormpleted on
17 February, 1969, This program which had commenced on 1 November 1968
was designed to raise the MACV Hamlet evaluation systea (HES) ratings of
specific hamlets within South Vietnam, Upon completion of this prograw,
57 hamlets were up-graded from ratings of D (contested) and E (VC controlled),
to those controlled by the Government of Vietnam, The overall pacification i
offort was not seriously affected by the enemy attacks during February. There
are indications that the disruption of this effort will be the primary enemy
objective during the spring and summer,

Several new innovations were developed during this pericd to deny the
enexy the use of sasnctuaries, The firstof these, *THUADERBOLI" inwvolves
dropping cluster bomb units (CBU) into selected areas to canalize the enemy
into target areas which are then saturated with multiple B-52 strikes withia
8 24 hour period, Cholce areas are then selected for ground exploitation,
Aftcrwards, both artillery and radar guided air strikes are directed into the
ares at night to further disrupt any enemy sttempt to regroup.

A similay technique, named "RED LIGHTNING," involves first saturating
the area with CS (riot control agent) munitions, This is followed by B-5¢
air strikes, Again, selected areas are exploited by ground troops and after
their extraction, & follow up of artillery and air strikes is made at night,
These techniques have seriously deteriorated the enemy's combat effactiveness
by foreing him to move constantly.

Severa) new night surveillance techniques are also being used, NIGHT
LIGHTNING anvolves UH-1 helicopters equipped with Xenon searchlights and a
Cal .50 machine gun or 7,62 mini-gun with the night weapons sight (ambient
1ight). This provides a night aerisl reconnaissance capability, and the
capability for iwmediate engagement with or without visible light.

NIGHT HAWK is a somewhat different technique., The periphery of selected
sreas is illuminated by artillery flares, Within these areas UHel helicopters

soan the area with night cbservation devices (ambient 1ight) which intensify
the light provided by the distant flares, When targets are observed, they ave
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marked with tracers and sccompanying gunships engags them. This technique
resulted in eight enemy kilied in two separate engagements on the night of
27 April and nine ‘enemy killed in thrse engagements on the night of 29 April

Enginesr activity during this period, in addition to thair many daily
funotions, was oriented toward the CITADEL, They were to entsr ihis
traditional enemy stronghold, and deny him the use of the ares by destroying

tunnel complexes, trench lines, fighting positions, punji pits, bunkers,
and food and weapons cachss,

In spite of continuous encountars with booby traps, and numerous attacks
sgainst the enginesrs and their sccurity elements., they destroyed over 1500
meters of trench line, 150 fighting positions, 82 punji pits, 350 bunkers,
3000 pounds of rice. 1000 shelters and over 150 booby traps,

One of the most aignificant engineer efforts was their assistance in
establishing the patrol bases along the border, Thiz wus dons so
r&pidly and professionally that thess bases were able to withstand heavy
volumes of fire on their {irst night,

Towsrd the end of the raporting period, the engineers began efforts
to rslocate some of the fire stpport bases and to up-grade othors in
preparation for the rainy season, Preparing the lines of communication
for the wet season also received increased efforis,

The following ssction is & detailed daily asccount of significant
combat actions as they occured in the Divisional TAOR during the reporting
periods Inclosure 1. Tab A, contains the organizational structure of the
Division, Inclosure 2, Tab B, contains the Division Commander®s evaluation
of the use of CS gas during combat operations, Inclosure J, Tab C, concerns
& new device to deteot trip wires and detonate booby traps, Inclosure 4, Tab D,
is the detailed Combat After Action Report on the Deferiss of Patrol Base Frontlier
c1t’ ©

B, Chronology of significant action, Wd Hq, DA
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D. (C) Operations,

(1) (C) The G3 section developed plans and executed operationt to
pre-empt VO/NVA operations and to destroy VC/NVA forces, DIOC Forward
continued to function at Tay Ninh, This integrated staff served tw

PRrposes:

(a) It provided a staff and command post for the ADC-M,
(b) It provided coordination and liason between Division Headquartsrs
and FWMAF in the Tay Hinh Area,

(2) (C) The G3 Air section, cocrdinated the Division Tactical Alr
Support snd B-52 strikes, The USAF TACP assigned to support the Division
was responsible for controlling tactical air strikee, visual reconnaissance,
assisting in the developement of B-52 targets and B-52 target bomd damage
assenansnt, There wers 2582 tactical alr sorties flown in 3upport of the
Division, The alr strikes were in support of troops in contact, landing
sone prep operations, prestrikes md harassing and interdictory strikes,
Bomb damsge assesmment was:

Killed by Air (Body Count) 627
Killed by Air (Possible) 568
Bunkers destroyed 14952
Structures destroyed 307
Secondary fires 104
Secordary explosions 2%
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(3) (C) During this pericd there were 81 B-52 strikes consisting c¢f
six sorties each flown in support of the Division operations, Most ef | °
targets were located in Wer Zone C, the Crescent, the Trapezoid znd une - .
Ioi Wods, Over 21,000 tons were dropped on trocp concentrations, base ¢-ap
storage areas, communications centers and infiltration routes. A bomb derags
assssaent was masde on each target. Reports from agents, ralliers and
prisoners-of.war indicated that the B-52 strikes nave contributsd greatly
to the combat power of the Division and are in large part rssponsible for
the eneny being defeated in each move he male, These same repirts estimale
the nunber of enemy desd and wounded by the strikes well inte the thousands
and uncowitable quantities of supplies and equipment lost,

(4) (C) The Division Chemical Section, and the 9th Chemical Detachment
continued to support division operations by employment of tactical and bulk
CS, personnel detection, and defoliation missions, During ths reporting period
a total of 188 EI58 CS cannisters snd 1216 M7A3 CS grenades were helicopier
dropped in support of troops in contact, A total of 175,810 1bs of micro-
pulverized CS powder was dropped by CGH-47 to restrict known or suspected crnemy
infiltration routes, base camps and rocket and mortar sites, Additionally,
24,700 1bs of CS powler wers employed utilizing the BLU-52 system, Two Hun~
dred and forty 1bs of CS powder were amployed in bunkers and tunnels, A total
of 14,000 gallons of defoliant were used around base camps and along the
Saigon and Oriental Rivers, Assistance was &lso provided to the 25th ARW
Division, A total of 280 hours of flying was devoted to chemical personnel
detection missions using the airtorne personnel detector., During the re-
porting period an AGAVENCO Sprayer and three new airborne persoanel detectcrs
vere received in the Division,

(5) (C) During the reporting period, Ammy combat aviation support was
provided to the 25th Inf Div by organic and non-organic aviation units, Or-
ganic aviation wnits providing support incluled the Divieion Artillery Aviation
Sections the 25th Avn Bn; D Troop, 3rd Sqdn, &th Cav; 18t, 2rd and %-d Ble
Aviation Sections, ard E Co, 725th Maint, Bn. WNon-organic air support was
furnished to the Division by units of the 12th Combat Aviation Group, Primary
assault helicopter companies and (H-A47 aircralt were provided primarily by
the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion whose units incluwle the 1i6th Assault
Helicopter Company, 187th Helicopter Company, and 2/42nd Assault Support Heli-
copter Company, During the period, the 269th flew the following in support
of the 25th Infantry Division: sorties flown - 45,972; passengars transported
57’“‘1‘0

(6) (C) Aerial surveillance and reconnaissance missions were flown in
the TAOI by organic aviation units consisting of Troop C, 3rd Sedn, 17th
Cavalry, of the 12th Cambat Aviation Group; the 73rd Surveillsnce Company
(Mohawk) , and the 4th Reconnaissance Airplane Company (Birddog, . Primary
aero-meiical evacuation of wounded was provided the Division oy the 159th
Medical Company,

(7) During the period 1 November 1968 to 30 April 1969 combat enginaer
support was provided to the 25th Division ty the 65th Engineer Battalion

(Infantry Division)., Additional engineer susport was provided by non-di-
visional units from the 29th Engineer Brigade,
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(a) The 588th Engineer Battalion (Combat) with the 362nd Engineer
Gompany (Light Equipment) and the 544th Engineer Company (Construction
Support® attached, operated from Tay Ninh ard Dau Tieng and provided engin-
eer supgort in the northern portion of the Division TAOI, Significant
operations incluied repair of the MSR's, paving operations on QL22 from
Tay Ninh south to Hiep Minh, resurfacing of Thien Ngon Airfield, construction
of sircraft parking facilities at Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng, operations of the
quarry st Nul Ba Den, and variocus MCA pro jects,

(b) The 5L4th Engineer Battalion (Construction) with the 104th Dump
Truck (ompany and the 515th Asphalt Platoon attached, operated from Cu Chi
and provided support in the southern poriion of the Division TMI, Significant
operations incluied repair of MSR, paving of the MSR from (@ 17 to Go Dau Ha,
construction of adreraft parking facilities at Cu Chi airfield starting on
14 April 69, operation. of an asphalt plant at Cu Chi and various MCA projects,

(c) Lad clearing operations conducted in the diviaion area totaled
4,334 acres cleared by the 65th Engineer Battalion and 46,339 acres cleared
by the 5018t Engineer Company (Laid Clearing). ' '

(d) Also within ths Division TAI, the 4ist Engineer Company (Port
Constriction) is engaged in constructing pler. protective devices for ths
Phu Cuong Bridge, '

(e) Significant activities of the 65th Engineer Battalion (Infantry
Division) during this reporting pericd have bsen land clearing operations,
maintenance of 10G, repadr of the Gq Dau Ha Bridgs, and direct support to
the 25th Infantry Division,

(8) (C) Esch manesver rigade was provided with direct support by & light
ariiliery battalion, Although thers were some attachments and detashments,

_ rormelly support was provided as follows:

BRIGADES DS_BATTALIONS
" 18t Brigade 7th Bny 11th Artillery
B Battery, d En, T7ith Arty
(attached)
2rd Brigade {et Bn, 8th Artillery
3rd Brigade 2nd B (=), T7th Artillery

The 3rd Battalion (15%m/8"), i3th Artillery provided general support for

the division, However, dus to a lack of artillery to adeqpately cover
positions in the 2nd Brigade TAOI, 155um batteries were occasionally assigned
& DS mission, A 155m battery was also assignel a DS mission to support the
Ird Squadron, 4th Cavalry, operating under division control, until tids D3
mission was given to the nearest DS battalion,
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(a) During the reporting pariod the plan for'the movement of batteries
to support wet season operations was completed and implementation or the plan
began.

{5} The significent increaze in the Dufflebag program during this
paricd required tho establishment of new procedures for artillery exploit-
ation of the Air Force DART tystem 1o monitor the devices, as well as the
establistamt of a ground oraitoring station on Nul Ba Den, A edgnificant
anount of cocrdination was vequired to get the increased Dufflebag Program
operating ‘efficiently, New lines of communication were ¢stablishel to
per=it rapid aploitaﬁon of tergets obtairned by aciivation of the anti-
intrusion devices,

(¢) Ammunition expenditures for the period were reduced due to & re-
duction of the ASR, In order to operate under the reduction, ammmition
sxpenditures on targets devaloped by sensor devices, SLAR, Red Haze, visual
amd photo reconnaissance were significantly reiuwced, ' Th# expenditure reduction
occured at a time when resulis from all intelligence gathering devices wers
being coordinated urder the Targel Information Centar to producs a significant
increase in raliable intelligence targsts, A request io higher hesdquartws
for additional semunition to exploit the intslligence targets was initiated,
Expenditures of artillery amminition by the Division Artillery were:

Caliber February March April
1050

total rounds 109,191 101,97 12,419
Rd/tube/day 7 63 -
15 5mm

total reands 22,22} 23,145 10,206
Rd/tube/day L 43 19
8-inch

total rounds 2,703 2,564 1,424
Rd/tube/day 2l 21 12

(d) The Target Information Center began operations on 4 April, Its
function is to corralats sensory input (SLAR, Red Haze, Chemical Detection,
SPAR, radar, and Dufflabag) and sgent and PW reports with hard targets and
trail activity revealed by visual reconnaissance and photography to develop
ad confim exploitable targets, Targets so developed are then passed te
operation elements with a recommendation to exploit, When a target neels
close definition, collection agencies are requested to perform target
collection efforts, The 45 targets developed and exploited during the
month of Aprn yielded 91 KIA (body count), 108 bunkers destroyed, 34 bunkers
damaged, 2 structures destroyel, 6 secondary explosions, 2 secondary firés, 6
crew served weapons (.51 cal MG) destroyed and 1 weapon cache aascovered.

(9) {6) The Division Signal Office continued to coordinate and exer
cise staff supervision over combat communications operating within the
Division,
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{a) In the area of B ralio communications, ons of the most sigrificant
activities was the develomment and implementation of a frequency msnagement
plan for Nu Ba Den mcuntain. This mountain with aimost 1,000 maters ele-
vation makes an ideal retransmission site in the ctherwize flat terrain of
the III Corpt area, Thus, almost 60 retransmission nets from 5 US and 2
ARW major comiards had migrated there, and necause of virtually auton-
omous operations, severe interference problems were developing. With the
cooperation of ths IT Field Force, Viet Nam; Signal Officer and the Signal
Officers of the major commards concerned, retransmission stations which
could operate feasibly elsewhere were relocated, coordinated frequency -
managenent began, and more effective communications have been provided all
concerned, Through the Signal Officer, Nui Ba Den Provisional Cozpany,
the Division Signal Officer has continued to exercise technical control of
the retransmission facility which is now operating L6 nets.for 6 US and 2
ARWN major commands, In azidition, the coordination mdd management has
allowed additional nets to be operated when the tactical situation required,
without any problems. Other problems of the Division Signal Office have
been in the areg of secure psge ccpy tels-comnunications, To reducs the
volune of traffic on secwre R{ ralio nets and make these a more responsive
means of command and control, radic ard voice frequency teletypewriter asassts
were redistributed, operational status of equipment is being intensively
managed, ard training programs are undearway. The objective is to realize
a responsive, operations orientad teletype communications capability from the
division through the brigade to battalion forward operating locations, In
aidition to providing the wual communications support to the division; the
125th Signal Battalion further expanded its multichannel radio relay support
of the forward operating locations, During the month of April, the highest
level of commitment was achieved with radio relay systems operating between
19 forward locations and ths three principal bass camps, All battalion
forward CP's a3 well as several infantry company and artillery battsy fire
support bases were supported.

(b) The 86th Signal Battalion, 18t Signal Brigade continued to
provids Corps Area Communications Systems support for the division inclwd-
ing operation of auninistrative telephone systems on the thres major base
camps, base caup cable plants, and inter-base camp multi-chamel radio
systems, which by providing circuits for divisional use made possible the
forward commitment of the divisional radio relay systems,

E, (U) Training,

(1) (U) The Doctrine, Organization and Training (DOT) section of
G-3 expandel its area of interest and responsibility in R& D items and ran
the Lightning Reinforcement Training School; the Lightning Leaders Course,
and the Lightning Mines, Booby Traps, and Tunnel Course, The Reinforcement
Training School, a five day orientation on Vietnan, was completel by 5168
personnel betwesn 1 Felruary and 30 April. The Mines, Booby Traps, amd
Tunnel Cowrse, a one day course of instruction on enemy mines, booby traps
and tunnels, was completed by 53[0 personnel, The ten day field leadership
exercise for fire team and squad leaders, conducted by the Lightning Caabat
Leaders Course (L(LC) was attended by 573 students. Other divisionsl cowrses
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of instruction, the instructing unit and ths number of trainees for the pericd
of this report ore a8 follows:

(OURSE INSTRUCIOR iNIT STUDENTS
Suall Arms Inspection 725th Maint Bn 75
Generator Mainteance 725th Maint Bn 8k
Meas Mansgement 25th S& T Bn 126
Tunnel Rat LCLC 78
Explosives & Demolition LCLC 78
Tunnel Destruction 1CLC 66
Halicopter load Preparation 25th Avn Bn 129
Lightning Combat Lead=s's (ourse LCLC LYE]
Lightning Reinforcement Training LCLG 5168
Marksmanship School 1CLC 4

(2) (U) Selected division personnel also attended specialised

courses of instruction offered by non-divisional units between | February
ad 20 April 1969, These coursed by titis, the imstructing undt, location

and nunber of ¢ ainees sre shown bslow:

(OURSE UNIT LOCATION STUDERTS
UH-1B, C Airireame 765th Trans En Vung Tan 1
M-1C Airfrane 765th Trans Ba Vung Tau 2
WH-1D, H Airfrane 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 4
OH~6A Airfrane 765th Trans Ba Vung Tau 5
T-53.L=11 Engine 765th Trans Bn Vg Tau 3
T=53-L~13 Engine 765th Trans Bn Vung Taun 5
T-63 Engine 765th Trane Bn Vung Tau 6
TEC Supply 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 3
Armanent Officer #1 765th Trans Ba Vung Tau 1
M-5, XM-156 & M-21
Armament Enlisted #2 765th Trans Ba Vung Tau 2
M28 & 1881
Armament Officer #R 765th Trans Bn Vung Tau 2
M-28 & RM18E1
MACV REQONDO 5th &G ¥ha Trang 9
AN/GRC L63 2218t Sig Co 1BN L
Aulio Visual 2218t 8ig Co LBN 3
AN/PPS~5 Ralar 2218 sig Go LBN 7
AN/GRC - 106 2218t Sig Co LBN 12
TSEC/KW - 7 2218t Sig Co 1BN 1
Cable Splicer 2213t Sig & LBN 4
Teles Key System 22184 sig Co 18N 2
AN/GRC - 50 2218t sig Co 82} 1
Radio Relay 218% Sig Co 1BN 1
Avionics Equip 765th Trans Go Vung Tau 6
M 706 Haint 18th M Bde LBN 3
Markemaship 9th Inf Div Dong Tam 6
MACV/CORDS USAID II Seigon 3
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M URSE UNT LOCATION STUDENTS

NCR 500 Supv Crs USARV LB 2
NCR 500 Exc Crs USARV LB 4
MIO Crs 525th MI Gp Saigon 3
100 KW Gen Kaint 5th LEM Co LBN 2
100 KW Gen Oper 5th LEM Co LR 6
Mi=-1G Trensition 765th Trans Co Vung Tau 2
M-1C Stabilization 765th Trans Co Vung Tan 3
& nt

OH-6A Transition 765th Trans G Vung Tau 3

(3) (U) During the reporting period the Lightning Reinforcemuent Mobile
Training Team (MIT) conducted 10&mm Recoilless Rifle Training for the 25th
ARWN Infantry Division, A Mobiie Training Team from the Lightning Mines,
Booby Traps and Tumnels School conducted mines and booby trap training for
the 5th ARVN Infantry Division.

F, (C) Intelligence,

(1) (C) Enemy actavity during the month of February consisted of
1. the completion of reconnaissance, training and resupply; 2, an early
celebration of Tet, and 3, disposition of scme forces toward final staging
areas and initiation of the general of fansive phase of the Winter-Spring
Campaign, Enemy activity dropped to a low level during ths Tet Holiday period,
lower than it hal been for the fowr previous months, The rate of activity,
however, picked up again during the last week and a half of the month to a
level squal to that of the 3rd Offensive in August-September 1968, The COSVN
¥ain Force units were involved in scattered major actions; but did not engage
in sustained offensive activity a8 expected. Preemptive actions by the 25th
Infantry Division along the lines of communication into Saigon had, earlier
in the year, disrupted the enemy time schedule and objectives for the Wintere
Spring Campaagn. This same pressure continued to be applied throughout
February and consec;uently resulted in alternats targets being selected by the
enemy, The 9th VG/NVA Division was deploysd along the Cambodian border for
the entire menth continuing its reconnarssance in areas west of Saigon, The
7th NVA Division was positioned in the Fishhook area during most of February,
but deployed one of its regimerts, the 141st; to the south for action in the
Michelin Plantation and the Trapezoid area during the last week of the month,
The 1st NVA Division continued to operats from base camp areas in the (rescent
while conducting reconnaissance in the Trang Bang - Go Dau Ha areas, In’
SR-1, the 88th Regiment was the only unit which engaged in majr contact, The
SR-1 forces operated in support of COSVN sapper eleuents which conducted
attacks on Dau Tieng and Cu Chi Base Camps on the 24wd amd 26th of February,
In SR-2, enemy forces avoided contact and continuad «forts to enhance their
infrastructure and logistical base, Evidence inu ~ated that the enemy in-
tended to increase PSYWAR activities against allase -roope., During Fetmuary,
the 25th Infantry Division ldlled a total of 1038 wiemy, The major engsge-
nents of the month ware: (1) on 8 February the 3rd Bn, 83th Regt was con=
tacted by A,B-1/5 Inf (M) resulting in 25 NVA XIA (BC) and 25 NVA KIA (POSS),
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(2) on 16 February A-1/5 Inf (M) engaged an eslament of the 88th Regiment
resulting in 33 NVA KIA (BC), (3) on 22 Februsry B-2/22 Inf (M) contacted
elements of the 95C Regiment resulting in 28 NVA XIA (BC), (4) on 23 February
an attack by the 272 Regt on PB Diamond was preempted by B-3/4 Cav amd
resulted in 109 NVA KIA (BC), (5) el=ments of the 32 and 141 Regts lost &0
KIA and 5 PWS were taken in a preempted attack at FSB Mahone on 25 February
ard (6) ths 18t Alr Cav Division and 2/22 Inf (M) attacked an element of

the 141 Regt resulting in 97 NVA KXIA (BC).

(2) (C) Enemy activity during the month of March was highlighted
by attempts to execute the f{inal phase of the Winter-Spring Campaign, An
overail high rate of activity was sustained similar to ths latte part of
Februery, Reports were recesived indicating the last big push of the offensivs
was to take place duwring 2{-25 March, Howsver, this failed to occwr, COSVN
Main Force units were active throughout the month, The 9th Division operated
out of base camp areas along the Cambodian torder and all three regiments of”
the division were identified in major contacts SW of Tay Ninh City and east of
the Angelis Wing, The divi=!yn attempted to attack Tay Ninh City from the
southwest on three occasicns, but was intercepted and defeated each time by
the ARW Airborne, The ?5th Division provided artillery and air support to
these actions, The 18B, 95C and 104D Regiments were all identified as being
the maneuver elements of the ist NVA Division, All three of thess regiments
were identified in major contactz, At the beginning of the month, elements of
the 7th NVA Division Headquarters and the 209th Regiment deployed southward
leaving the 165th Regiment to guard supply lines along the Saigon Rivar, Ths
Tth Division intended to cause heavy losses on allied forces, protect supply
lines into the Saigon River Corr:idor and disrupt the GUN Pacification Pre-
gram in the Michelin Plantation area, Alleld Forcas; including elements of
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, countered the enemy action in
"Operation Atlas Wedge" during the latter half of the month, inflicting heavy
casualties on enemy forces and completsly denying him the fulfillment of His
objectives, In SR=-1, main force units concentrated their activiiies in tho
Citadel and north of Trang Bang, SR-2 was the scens of extensive reconnaisssnce
and supply activity throughout March., Themost significani encounters were:
(1) on 4 March the 3rd Bn, 88th Regt was contact by C,D-2/12 Inf and A,C-
1/5 (M) resulting in 179 KIA, (2) the {8t and 3rd Battalions of the 95C
Regiment lost 154 NVA KIA (BC) and 3 FW's captured in a contact with A-2/22 (K)
on 8 March, (3) on 9 March the 1st Air Cav Division killed 1C9 NVA from the
273 Regiment and captwred 1 PW, (i) the ARW Airborne, on ;0 March, engaged
elements of the 271 and 273 Regts resulting in 73 KIA (BC) and 2 PW's cape
tured, (5) the 3rd Bn, 101 Regt attempted to attack a US convoy on 25 March
resulting in 86 KIA (BC) and 5 PW's, (6) on 28 March an ambush attempt by
the 18t Bn, 95C Regiment was rreempted by A, C-4/23 Inf (M) resulting in 74
KIA (BC) and (7) on 30 March, the ARW Airborne intercepted an element of
the 271 Regiment preparing to atbtack Tay Ninh City resulting in 35 NVA KIA
(BC) and 3 Pis,

(3): (C) The month of April was a period of reevaluation for the enemy.
For the 25th Infantry Division, howsver, April was the most successful
month in terms of the number of personnel and weapons removed from the
snoay's system, since the Second General Offensive in May 1968, Sources

Condictentia/

19

e
- -

-
i
3 J]
3




C)ﬁ/b’ ”’C/@/(///a :

indieated that nunerous meetings of high level officials were held throughout
the TAI., The results of the Winter - Spring Campaign were discussed and plans
were mads for a Summer Campaign, The COSVN Main Force divisions withdrew to
rear base areas in Cambodia and War Zone C and conducted training and received :
replacements, However, each of the divisions maintained one regiment in an
of fensive posture during the month and were engaged in heavy contact, Enemy
sction, in each major contact, was anticipated before the engagement was
initiated and allowed 25th Infantry Division forces to achieve maximum' use

of svailatle firepowar and support during the pesk of battle, In SR-1,
activity was heavy in the Citadsl and lower Bo loi Yoods; while SR-2 was
relatively inactive and continued to rebuild its infrastructure, The Tay
Ninh provincial battalions avoided significant contact during the month,
During April a total of 2058 VC/NVA were KIA (BC), The most notable engage-
nments were (1) on 5 April PB Diamond was attacked by an element of the 272
Regiment resulting in 81 NVA KIA (BC) and i PW captured, (2) A, C-1/5 Inf

(M) and B-2/1L Inf{ engaged the :nd Bn, Quyet Thang Regt resulting in 33 NVA-
XIA (BC), (3) en unidentificd NVA unit, protably of the 9th VC/NVA Division,
wa3 located on 10 April by a 25th Aviation aircraft and engaged by air strikes
resulting in 63 NVA KIA (BC), (4) on 15 April, FB Diamord was attacked by the
2nd Bn, 272 Regt; the attack was anticipated and repelled by A, B 2/27 Inf
resulling in 198 NVA KIA (BC) and 8 PW's capaured, (5) A, D 2/12 Inf and B 1/5
Inf (M) engaged the 2nd Bn, 268 Regt on 20 April resulting in 4t NVA KIA (BC),
(6) on 26 April, the 2nd and 3rd Bns, 271 Regt attacked PB Frontier City and
were repslled by C-4/7 Inf resulting in 213 NVA KIA {BC) and 6 PW's cgptured,
and (7) B, C-2/12 1nf engaged elements of the jst and 2nd Bns, 268 Regiment
on 27 April resulting in 100 NVA KIA (BC) and 2 PW’s captured,

(4) (C) During the period 1 February tirough 30 Apral, the G2 Air Section
as the Division's principal aivisor on matters pertaining to aerial recon-
naissance and surveillance, requested, coordinated and disseminated information
gained from vasual reconnaissance and interpretation of panchromatic,
camouflage detection; infre-red and SLAR imagery. Daylignt, direct support
Mohawk aircraft flew 66 visual reconnaissance and 49 photo missions in Feb
ruary, 66 visual ad 36 photo missions in March, and 41 visual and 68 photo
missions in April., Phaze IIT, Direct Support of the OV.{ Mohawk Evaluation
test was extended 30 days and ended on 18 March, [lue to the excellent resulte
this Division experienced during the direcv support phase, it was gratifying
to learn that airsct support was #xtended until conclusion® and recommendations
are made from the test data,

(5) (C) significant Duf fle bng activities for the period 3 February to
30 April are as followe:

(a) At 252145 Feb &9, ths west side of Dau ‘Tisng Base Camp (XT4846) wes
probed unsuccesafuily becauss ¢ the early werning wrovided by Duffle Bag
sensors,

(b) Ten sensor device: at FSB Mahone II (4T 5-41) provided early warning
of an NVA/VC att .k 15 March 1969, The resules i .he abtack ware 21 VC/NVA
KBA (BC), 4 NVA '} /*s, 32 VG/NVA KBA (P0OSS); i? t+.rsl.re torpedoes, 9 57mm RR
rds w/boosters, /4 FG-2 launchers, 1 EPG-7 launc.& , one 60mm mortar tube
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w/baseplate, 22 &mm rds, 35 Chicom lGs, 8 AK-47s, one flamethrower, and
thres pounds of documents captured,

"{6) (C) T™he Target Information Center began operations on 4 April
1969, Its function is to correlate information from Sensors, aarial “hoto-
graphy, visual sightings and all other intelligence sources to develcp and
ad confirm exploitable targets Developed targets are dissaminated to
operational elements, Whet more data is needed to confirm or pinpoint
a suspected targst, further intelligence gathering efforte are recommended,
The 45 targets developed and exploited during the month of April yielded
91 KIA/KBA (BC), 108 bunkers destroyed, 34 tunkers damaged, 2 structures’
destroyed, 6 secomdary explosions, 2 secondary fires, 6 crew served weapons
(.51 cal MGs) destroyed, and 1 weapons cache discovered,

(7 (C) During the period 1 February to 30 April 1969, members of the
Counterintellizace Section were continuwously involved in the production
of timely aid readily exploitable tactical intelligsnce in support of the
uiits of the 25th Infantry Division, Through aggressive utilization of sowrce
nets, and the actual participation by (I case otficers and sources
with tactical units of the Division in the exploitation of devalopad targets,
the I Section continued to provide meaningful intelligence support essentiel
to operations in this area,

(a) In addition to tastacal intelligence support, the (I Section
provided a wide range of counterintelligence Services to the Division, The
administration of the Velunteer Informant Program (VIP) has become a CI
Section responsibhility. Participation by units of the 25th Infantry Division
in the VIP has shown steady increase in FY69 with an anticipated third quarter
monthly average of over 22 informants, This represents a majr step from the
18t quarter of 6 informants, and a significant improvement on the 2nd quarter
monthly average of i4 informahts,

(b) At the direction of the Chisf of Staff, the Counterintelligence
Section conducted amajor ir astigative survey of the sapper attack on Cu
Chi. Base Camp of 26 Februer - 1969, Over a three day period, twelve special
agents from the CI Section interviewed over 150 persons concerning the
events on the night of 25-26 Fubruary, , In excess of 200 man hours were
experded in the interviews, analysis and compilation of information, and
in the prepartation of exhibits, This in depth investigation male posaible
the preparation of an accurate and detziled repert of the infiltration of the
base camp which was submitted by HQs, 25th Infantry Divisim to HQs, USARV,
The study provided significant recommendations based on the findings for
improvements to base camp security.

(¢) During March 1969, a total of seven VC working on Cu Chi Base
Camp were apprehendcd through the joint efforts of the Vietnamess MSS,
National Police, and the (I Section, 25th MID, Subsequent interrogation
revealed the identities of eight former employees of the base suspected
of being VC. In an attempt to tighten controls on the hiring of indigen-
ous employees, a Civilian Personnel Office (CP0O) has bsen established te
contralize and standardize the processing of new permanent employses te
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include requests for MSS clsarances, New procedures have been instituted at
the Main Gate for soarching indigenous employees for explosives and any othe
wmanthorized items, and for checking for bogus or erroneous identification,

(8) (C) During February, the VCI Exploitation Team employed Kit Carson
Scoute and 3 sources in operations in Dw Hoa District, Hau Nghia Province,
In cooperation with the 2nd Bn, 1ith Inf, nusberous daily operations were
launched and the results were a&s follows: 6 VC KIA, 6 V(I PW's, { Omm )
mortar w/base plate, 3 AK-4Ts, 2 anti~-tank mines and a VC I were captured,

(a) InMarch, the same area continusd to be exploited, One VC wes
captured, one was killed, and a third rallied because of the close pursuit, -
The following were also captured: 2 AK-47S, 1 .30 cal MG, {0 claymore mines,
1 ¥4 carbine, and 15 R°G rourds,

(v) April yieldel an influx of Hoi Chanh3, as the VCI team continued
to harass the Duc Hoa infrastructure, Thirty VC rallied to ARVN outpests in
Due Hoa and Hoe Mon, and two Burrendered to MID personnel, In addition te
this the following resulte were obtained in the field: 11 VC PW's, 5VC
KIA, 3 AK-47 rifles, 1 M16, 2 pistols and 2 RPG launchers captured,

(9) (C) Fram 1 Fetruary te 30 April 1969, the IPW Section, 25th MID
procossed 453 detainees, Thie incluled 140 VC/NVA PW's, 3 VCI, 97 VS,
26 returnees, and 183 Innocent Civilians and 69 Givil Defendants,

(10) (C) During the reporting pericd, the II Section, 25th MID socomplishe
o« the following tasks:

Feb Mar Apr
Mosaie 36 L1 33
Areg Study 22 0 23
Photo Readout 27 8 24
AF Mission 16 25 75
Misc 9 L3 R

The G2 Targeting Section flaw 350 hours of visual recommaissance and
took 1260 frames of black and white photography with hard held cameraes,

G, (C) Logistice,

(1) (C) A monthly average of eighteen (4{8) ditferent conventional -
Class V items were subjectad to ASR control duriry %he reporting period, It
is significant to rote that an average of ten of rhes2 munitions required
& minimum of one supplemental allocation esch month in order to sustain
tactical operations, High dollar/high tonnage items (i.e., 8imm HE, 4,2"
HE, and artillery rounds) wars the rcrincipal munitions under management
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control, in sdditon to 40mm HE, signal flares (white star parachute), amd
2,75 rocketa,

(2) (C) The division received thirty (30) M551 Sheridan vehicles dwrirg
the period, Twenty<seven (27) were assigned to the 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry
and three (3) a8 maintenance floats, Training culminated with the squadron's
tactical employment of the vehicle on 23 February. The training pregram,
prior to deployment was conducted by the New Equipment Training Team and
technical representatives, The vehicle test phase was monitored by the Army
Concept Team in Vietnam (ACTIV).

(3) (C) M~706 Commando Cars were issuel to the division in late March,
The initial issue was three (3) vehicles followed by two (2) more during
April, Five (5) additional vehicles are due to arrive in the near future,
All vehicles were issued to the 25th Military Police Company for convoy es.
cort dutyo

(4) (C) In an attempt to identify all reportable equipment, the division
established a density list, This list, normally a function of the maintenance
battalion, is maintained by the G4 section and has proven an ef fective manage-
ment tool at the division level, Copies of the monthly list are furnished
USARV, I1 Field Force, 79th Maintenance Battalion (GS), 94th Maintenance
Company (DS), and the 72th Maintenance Bettalion (DS),

(5) (C) The Periodic Logistics Report was discontinued by USARV, Items
that hal appeared on this report will be entered on the bi-monthly Commarders!
Critical Items List (CCIL). The two reports were a duplication of effort in
various areas; therefore, they were combdined, The following statistics are
a recap of the 25th Infantry Division's CCIL reported as of 30 April, 1969:

(a) Total lines reported: 115

(b) Lines filled by 18t Log Comd: 39

(¢) Lines with firm Jift data: 12

(d) Lines deleted: 11

(e) Lines awsiting QONUS reply: 21

(£) Lines uder research by 1st Log Comd: 29

(g) Lines under research by USARV: 3

(6) (C) In March 1969 the 25th Infantry Division implemented the USARV
DSU improvement program for maintenance and supply LSU¥s, Accordingly, the
progran was established in four phases to accomplish:

(a) Manual review of stock record cards to determine validity of
requirements and postings (Project Clean).
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(v) Implementation of improved procedures designed to sssure that only
requisitions for proper type material and correct quantities are sutmitted
(Project Edit/Challenge),

(¢) Reconciliation of requisitions to assure eash is valid and that
material is atill required (Project Rags).

(d) A wall-to-wall inventory (Prcject Count).

{7) (C) Mr, Reynolds Hemnis, general equirment specialist with the
Mobility Equipment Commani, was assigned to the division in late Fetruary,
He has provided technical assistance and training for orgemizational mechanies
in maintenance of power geerating and contruction equipment in conjunction
with an ongoing program to improve the materiel readiness postire of the
commard ,

(8) (C) Throughout ths reporting period, the 25th Division Support
Cormand Headquarters elements and sutordinate units have participated in
Operation Toan Thang, Phases I1I and III, by supporting the operation from
the facilities located at Cu Chi, Dau Tieng, Tay NMinh and Duc Hoa as well a8
providing logistical support to the Naval operations at Go Dau Ha, Support
Command also continued its responsitility for base camp defense at Cu Chi

Base Camp until 20 March 1969, On 20 March the base camp defense was trans ;
ferrel to the 2nd Brigale, :

(a) (C) During the wesk of 2-9 March, the USARV Annual General Inspection
Team conducted its inspection of the Suppori Command Units,

(b) (C) Command emphasis was placed on the retrograde of salvage amd
ONEX containers, upgraling the living conditions in all areas of the
Support Command, and mansgement of resources, Increased command and staff
visits to supported units greatly assisted in wpgrading the supply, main-
tenance, and ammunition status of the Division.

(¢) (C) Division Ammunition Office

1. The 25th Division Amunition Office continued Class V support
of all units operating within the 25th Division Tactical Area of Oper-
ations, This included operations of the Cu Chi ASP.

2, The total capacity of the AP was reduced from approximately '
1310 tons to 694 tons,

3; Total divisional issues during the quarter:
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A JISSUES THRY PUT
10NG RINH TO BATTSRY

Total Tors Tons/Da Total Tons Tons/Da;
Fab 2’977 106,3 2, 161 7702
Mar 2,928 5 2,076 66.9
A 2,562 85,4 1,817 €0,6
L, Traller loais of retrograde loaded and shipped te Long Binh A®P:

Feb 28

Mar 31

Apr 27

5, The Cu Chi Ammunition Supply Point was transferred to the st
logistical Command at the erd of the reporting peried,

(d) (C) Division Tramsportation Cffice,

1., The Division Transportation Section continued to coordinate ard
scheduls the operations of all resupply convoys within the Division Area
of Operations, Commard emphasis was placed upon centralized control of
Divisional assets, maximum utilization of 48th Transportation Group
tirough put assets, ard minimizing trailer turn around times, A largs
degree of success was achieved as the number of divisional trucks moving
between Cu Chi and forward supply elements at Dau Tieng and Tay Minh
naximized dquring the period, Tomsge hauled from Long Binh directly to the
consune® without doubls handling maximized during the period, whils the mumber
of trailers requiring more than 23 howrs to off load minimized dwring ths
middle of the psriod, A total of 601 convoys were scheduled in the srea of
operations with 2 total wlume of 22,051 vehicles, These schedules can be
roken down a8 follows:

Ca Gd - Tay Ninh

VONTH NO, OF RNWIS N0, OF VEHICLES
Feb 54 661,

Mar (6)(; 837

A 2_5.5_1

Total 75 ,052

Cu Cd - Dau Tieng

Feb 54 s

Mar 61 988

hpr 0 it

Total 145 - 2,081
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Long Binh - Tay Minh

HMONTH NO, OF CONWOYS NO. OF VEHICLES

Feb 5% 3,547
Apr

Thtal 176 "‘12",'7&8‘1‘E
Long Binh - Dau Tieng

Feb 5L 15110
Mar 62 1,421
Apr £ J:248
Total .?I-é 3,719
Long Binh ~ Cu Cit

Feb 37 589
Mar 8 175
Apr 7 =28
Total 792
(u Chi - Duc Hoa

Feb 9 67
Mar 12 106
Apr =2 i)
Total 29 252

2, The Division Transportation Section coordinates ths requirements

Zur US Alr Force alrlift for unit movement ard resupply in support of
operations, Airlift data concerning USAF support is as follows:

MONTH CARGO TROOPS SORTLES
Feb 310 12,743 67
Mar 194 175395 80

B A BR o

3, The Division Transportation Office continued to operate the
hold baggags sections at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng., At the end of
the reporting period a contractor from Saigon Headquarters Area Command
udertook the Cu Chi mission while the Division Transportation Office
contimued with the Dan Tieng and Tay Ninh mission, Data concerning the

Division baggage section is as followa:
Conticnta/
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MONTH PERONNAJ, PROVIDED SERVICE PIECES WEIGHT {LB3)

Mur 851 15232 101,259
Apr ~160_ La181, _ZLZ_‘E:
Total 2,300 3,101 213,638
Ar Traffic activity at the Cu Chi Airfield is summarized belows
Rotary Wing 159,236 hours

Fixed Wing 6,920 hours

Tobal Activity 166,156 hours

4, The helicopier rearm point was destroyed during an enemy atback
on Cu Chi Base Camp on 26 February 1969, A new facility was put into
operation on 17 March 1969, A summary issue of expariance for the reportsd
poriod is as follows:

2,75 Rocket 38,619 ea
10mn 36,220 rds
7,62 Ctg. 1,825,225 rds
Flares 5sl1l ea

5. Aviation fuel expenditures from the Cu Chi AAF aircraft fusl
service activity are as follows:

AWGAS 43,250 gallons

6, The Cu Chi runway was closed on i4 April 1969 for resurfacing,
A 1400 foot strip was kept open for use of CV7A ard lighter aircraflt
during the construction period,

(e) (C) 25th Supply ard Transport Battalion,

1. The 25th Supply and Transport Battalion continued its logistical
support missions for all units operating within the divisional area of
operations, Additional support requirements were experienced when the US
Naval facility at Go Dau Ha was picked up as a permanent customer, the 1ith
Armored Cavalry Regiment operated out of Dau Tieng for approximataly tws
weeks, and elements of the 18t Cavalry Division moved into and ut of thw
division area as required, Command emphasis was placed on purging excesses
and salvage from the area of operations, Major rewarshousing and inventory
projects were undertaken to isolate excesses and prepare for the rainy
season, Command emphesis was also placed on truck maintenance to reduse
the deadline rate for all whealed vehicles, A large amount of effort was
experded isolating particular Class II & IV line items for whic¢h cuatomer
demais existed while continued zero balances were experienced, A serious
deficiency was noted with expendable supplies,
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2, Class I Supply
&, On Harl Status:
A-Rations G-Rations
' Stockage Objectives (days) 3 10°

On hand (days) 3 12,5
b, Rations issued (for Cu Chi and Dau Tieng):

Feb 670,000

Mar 676,000

Apr 535,000
Total 1,8 1,000
¢, Tha drop in rations issued was due to the transfer of non-divisional

troops who Were operating in the division area of operations,

d, The issue at Cu Chi is for divisionel and non-divisional units at
Cu (bl and Dau Tieng, who are operating in the divisional area of opsratieus,

6, Issues to Tay Ninh divisionzl units = e accomplished by the 277th
8 & S Battalion, a 1st logistical Command unit, as part of their arsa
support miseion in Tay Ninh,

3, Class IT &1V

3, Deletions to ASL during quarter: 168
b, Total lines on ASL: 3,753
&, ASL Status
Feb Mar Apr

ASL Lines Stocked 3,804 3,350 3,753
ASL Lines At Zero Balance

With Due Out 1,200 650 382
Total Requests Recaived 16,81k 145124 13,965
Total. Requests Received

For ASL 14,709 12,303 13,965

Total Requests Filled ASL 9,352 8,220 8,066
Total Requests Priority 1-10 15322 932 576
Total Warehouse Refusals a5 78 23
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Feb
Units Supported 8l
Pee Cent Demend Accomodation 8.4
Par Cmt Demand Satiafaction 62,8
4, Class 11X
Consumption Rates (gallons)

JP/h Cu Cnd

Dau Tieg

Duc Hoa

Tay Ninh
AVGAS Cu Chi

Dau Tieng

Duc Hoa

Tsy Ninh
Diesel Cu Chi

Dau Tieng

Tay Ninh
2‘. Sexvices,

8, Graves Registration,

Deceased US Military Personnel prosessed:
US Givilian Parsonnsl mrocessed:

ARVN Personnel processed:

Wetnamese CGivilian Personnel pro¢essei:
Enery Personnel processed:

Total processed:

b, Laundry Contract (bundles):

8, @ Bath Section

Total Shavwers
Daily Average

d, Duc Hoa Rearm Paint Ammunition Issues:
7562

I0mm
2075 ROlet
Cal .50

Cowkidena)
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66,8

Daily

36,2205
13,533,3

7’%3c3
l&7)5'200

75649
1911
211,8
576.0

29’3680 1
6,0kse by
17,977

8L.6
56

Quarterly

3,258,195
1,28,0&

711,300
4,276 5 100

68,935
18, 40O
19,070
51,500

2,643,135

551,000
15 549 5000

396
1
72
55
2
529
19,719

120,210
60,150

795,600
4y 160
7,827

14,600
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8, Dau Tieng Resvz Padnt Ammunition Xzmuess

7.62mn 155063100
10ma 15665
2075 Reoiced 6,078
£, Tey Nink Rewm Point Ammunition Issues:
7.,62un 15956 ;000
J7s 5 165000
2,75 Rocket 155408
Cal .50 4,800

s Salvage Retregrads Suwmary:

Ca Cd  Leads Feb  Mar  Apr  fTetadl
&Pts 103 104 75 282
. Low Boys 2 11 29 2
Dau Tieng
| Skpte 35 3B WM 119
' Low Boys 3 3 6 12
h, Transportation Utilizabion Summary:
Total Mileage: 147,035
Average Mileage per day: 1,652
Total Tonnage: 15,813"
Average per day: 177.7

(6) Other Significent Activities,

8, A complete wall te wall iaventory of the Class II and IV yard
was conduoted,

b, The DSU Improvement Program wes implemented a8 dirested by 184’
Legistical Commend, Within this pregram the following was ascomplished,

Prejoct Clean: To determine the validity of requirangnts ad post-
ings in both entomated and manual supply and maintenacme DW's, ZThe
25th S&T began the project on 17 Mar 69 and completed the preject on
2] Apr 69, The following was ascomplished:

. Nunber of cards reviewed 3641
‘ Numbs of errors corrscted 581
Number of requieiiions cancelled 192
Value of cacelled requisitions
submd thed $61,985,00
Nunmbor of new requisitions sutmitted 1424
Value of new requisitions $1,87,654.48
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Project Count: To improvs the validity of storage locators and the
balances reflected on stock record cerds, The first phase is the
accomplishment of an acairate location swvey (95%) followed by 1008

inventory with at least 90% accuracy betwsen actual. talances on hand
and those reflected on stock record cards,

Location Survey:

Number of storage locator cards at start of location swrvey 2129
Numbar of lines surveyed 1959
Number of lines in agreement with storages location 1910
Number of new lines identified amd recorded 257
Number of storags locator cards at completion of location

survoy K/A
Inventory Status:

Not started, pending completion of location swrvey,

Project Rags: Reconciliation of requests/requisitions to assure
each is valid and that materiel is continwus in natura, Each uni¢
reconciles their requests each 30 days, The D receives & machine

print out of valid dues-out from the depot, Reconciliation with
depot is acoomplished quarterly,

¢, Large excesses of (lass I, II and IV were purged from the Dau

Tieng Forward support area, These totaled 212 ASL lines in the smount of
$96,750,62.

d, During the past quarter, 461 excess line items were retrograded
from Qi Chi to depot stock, Total dollar value of these items was
$727,750,62,

&, The training program for helicopter external lift continued with
monthly classes sponsored by 25th S&T Batbtalion and 25th Aviation Battalion,
Each clags trained approximately 4O personnel.

f, With personnel augnentation provided from the 383rd Parachute
Detachment, the S&T Bat talion parachute rigger personnel conducted an on
site inspection and inventory of each divisional unit!s sir delivery
equipment, A survey of air delivery sling use indicated that slinge used
infrequently may retain several alditional months of service life, Authority
was granted for up to an additional six months service lifé if the sling
has been properly maintained and is classified serviceabls,

(£) 725th Maintenance Battalion,

INEOWNSSL e

(1) Dwring the reporting pericd, the 725th Maintenance Battalion
continued to provide direct support maintenance and repair parts support
to the division in all its operations, Command emphasis was placed upon
isolation of excesses and rewarehousing in preparation for the rainy season,
Implenentation of the DSU improvement program was acoomplished wdth the
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following results as of the end of the reporting pericd,

(a) Project Clean: Completed,

15,387 cards reviewsd
7,089 corrections posted
2,507 requisitions cancelled
‘ 7,270 requisitions initiated
; 205,615 dollars value of cancelled requisitions
800,789 dollars value of requisitions initiated,

(b) Project Count: Location survey - Company E waived ss a result
of 96% locator accurasy on spot clecks, Remainder of %ech supply survey
0% completed,

Inventory ~ Company E 20% canpleted, remainder of tech supply 5% complete.

(¢) Project Strip: Has identified over 300 fringe items in the
Company A tech supply yard,

| (2) Two new items of equipment were fieided by the Division dwing
this period: The M551 Sheridan and 21706 Commando Car, In both cases the
support push package failel to arrive in sufficient time to effect &
smooth introduction of the item intp the units,

(3) Operations: Ths following jJobs were completed by this Battalion
' during the reporting period:

ITRM TEB MAR PR (As of 26th)  TOTAL
' Wheel Vehicles 175 263 220 658
' Track Vehiclec 124 156 96 376
Suall Ams 673 1185 743 2601
Artillery 103 61 57 221
Enginesc 23 37 26 86
Genrratows 120 207 137 bl
Sigal 1839 2378 2063 62€0
Of:y v Vaehi,.r 155 115 96 366
Other 2R 354 02 898
AMreral” 23 283 148 o7t
Totals 3697 5093  38e8 12624

(a) An all time low backlog figure of 243 wa2 reached on 29 April
1969, This represents sbout 1% days work,

(b) New turn-in procedures for unservicea:is items were implementel
by Ch #2 to the 725th Maintenance Battalion External S0P,

(¢) During the psricd, required repair parts genarally becams morse
plentiful &3 evidenced by reduced backlog rates,
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(d8) Performance data during this period reflects the improvement
mede to the entire system, Demand accomodation continued at about the
80% level but demard satisfaction increased to 48%. This increase was
accomplished in spite of the zerov balance rate increasing from 2% to
50%. 'Requisition voluns increased from ebout 15,000 to over 20,000 per
month,

(e) 4 complete lecation survey was conducted by Company "A" Tech
Supply. Over 5,000 excess fringe items were identified and shipping action
was initiated,

(£) ALl externally stored supplies have bsen elevated for drainage
ad provisions made for ovechead shelter in preparation for the rainy seasonm,

(g) Automotive: Certain critical repsir parts continues to be the
primary cause of deadlining vehicles in the Division. These are:

Ton
Fuel Pumps 2910-678-1856
: Major assemblies such as engines, trensfars, transmissions,
!
; Ton
| Water Punps 2930~632-1048
i Engines 2805-649-8548
2 1/2 Ton
CV Boots 2530-741-0883
Engines 2815-010-5169
Torque Rods 3110-100-1720
; Injector Fumps 2910-968-6317

(rossmanbars and the special hardened bolts

Ton
CV Boots 2530-832-7123
‘ Injector Pumps 2910-017-9778
. Torque Rods 2530-784~1722
10_Ton |
Front Axles 2520-904~5537 |
Power Steering Pump 2530-924~3075
I t
y (h) The deadline rate for generator sets has decreased considerably

since the last reporting period., The biggest factor that has contributed
to this is the increased emphasis being placed by umits in performing i
their orgerdzational maintenance responsibilities, In addition, a formal

training program for all gensrator operators and supervisors has been
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initiated, Resupply of man;; critical generator repair parts continues at &

very slow rats, however, the closed loop Suppert program should more than
compensate for this handicap,

(1) The inaldlity to obtsin many repalr parts for construction and
heevy 1ift equipment greatly handiceps the expedient repsir and return to
user of critically needed squirment, OCritical repair parts that are in

short supply for enginesr squipment ere listed below:

NOUN END ITRM FSN
Packing Loader, scoop HIOGH 5330-820-0761
Seal " 2530-798-1690
Injection Pump " 6434 2910-111~2622
Fen Bell " H9COH 3030-290-6712
Power Steeing " 645 P/N3050882-4
Lift, left " " 3805-043-0199
lift, right " " 3805-010-0199
0il Separator

Filter 250CEM Compressor 4030-907-6932
Speed Control Valve " " 2920-930-5694
Transmission Forklift MLI-LCH 3010-999~476 1
Pump, Fuel m MHE{99 3920-922-6559
Punp, Assembly " " 2815-930-56%94
Cam Follower " " 3930-939-06 15
Ignition Kit 3KW Generator Set 220-575-3504
Coil " U 2920-342-3783
Ignition Repair Kit Ul " 2920-225=4,841
Points t " 2920-575=5395
Gen Assy (AC) 1.5 KW Gen Set 6115«903=5395

(J) During the 90 day period concerned aircraft operational realy
availability has remainsd at 78%, This was a drop of about 2% over the
previous period with a maximum availability of 84% and minimum of 73%

during the period,

Three (3) areas of concern have caused fluxuation during

the period. The tail rotor assembly on the (H6A has had numerous tip csp

bording separations. To date twenty-one (21) equipment improvement reports

have been sutmitted, arnd answers received indicated a design engineering

chenge in progress.

be in the supply systenm,

defective assemhly,

No dats is available as to when improved items will
The only solution at present is to replace the

Aircraft lube oil MIL-L-7808 has beon in short supply. Due to the
critical snortsgs an ef fort was males to change as meny components as

possible to the new improved MIL-L~23699 lube oil,

There were considerable

dif ferences of opinion a8 to which components could ha converted without

damaging or contaminating the item,
MIL-1~23699., The UH1 type aircralft are using 23699 in the engines, howsver

At present OH6A'2 are using only

the gear boxes and main transmission have no authority at this time for

conversion to the new type oil,

outcome of message fyom USARY to AVOOM,

Change over authorization is still pemnding
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The third area contributing to the flwxuation is availability, An
alreraft which is a candidate for the 2200 hour Rebuild Program may reach
its turn<in point during the later part of the reporting psriod, Vhen the
gircraft is turned in, all operational hours are transferred with the
gdreraft, thus an airecraft which has had a high operational aveilability
status for the period will not be reflected on the monthly Ammy AMrecraft
Inventory Status and Flying Time Report (PA 1352) for the unit during the

month, The gaining organization ia rsquired ‘o report the aircraft status
for the month,

(k) Prior to the arrival of the first SIERIDAN near the end of January
the project team came over to brief all personnel on the method of hardling
the push packages, deprccessing, crew and DSU training, ete, The original
concept was to train the entirs 3/4 Cavalry Squadron and the DSU, bresk out
and process all repair parts and then send the veéhicles into combat, Eight=
ecn Sheridans arrived at the end of January, B Troop was trained for one
veek and weo deployed on 8 February 1969 when the ammunition arrived, At
this time DY training had not been started, the PLL and ASL had just arrived
and hal not bsen sorted or stored, The NETT Tean was forced to do all maine
tenance as well as training, disrupting and delaying the interim training
program by several weeks, The next Troop, A Troop, becamne operational one
wesk later on aoout 14 February 1569. Venicles started to come in for
repair with leaking recoil seals, The remainder of the vehicles arrived ¢n
15 February 1969 to make a total of 27 vchicles and 3 float vehicles, Six
days later almost all of the vehicles were observed to have leaking recoil
seals. 4An Allison representativs later verified that the leaks hal been
caused by 2 manufacturer's defect in one of the wrass rings, This sudden
increase in the deadline rate further upset the training, Seals wers not
in country, A special shipment was mgde primarily through the efforts of
LTC Barrowclough, the hesi of the M55 project team. He acquired seals
after a period of {0 days and the deadline rate was reduced, during the
operation of the Sheridans, it was discovered that many more Turret Power
Supplies wera turning out than had been anticipated, The reason for this
has still not bsen positively determined; however, it is believel to be -
caused by keeping the Turret Fower on at all times while on an operation,
This is necessary becauss the firing circuit requires a 20 second warme
up time, a delay which can be fatal in combat, Some power Supplies have
come in, The last few requisiiions were cancelled without action be-
cause WEMOM expecte this theatre to be able to rebuild these items,
Approximately 30 repair parts and some highly sensitive elsctronic equip-
ment 18 required tc accomplish this slthough almost all the parts ars availe
able at orgamization or DS level,

Upon reaching 700 te 1000 miles, noticeable wear was encountered on
tho pulleys ard fan belt, The fan tower and generator pulleys are alum~
inur, It 18 belisved they asre too soft to withstand the sbrasive effect
of the dust, Although attempts have besn male tc expedite the shipment
of this part, to this date no results have been se2n, In the current
engine failure problem, {ive engines have been burned out due to poor
filters, Improper cleaning of the fiiter by pounding it sgainst the hull
has dented the filter allowing dirt to pass around the filtar and inte
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the engine, The proper method of cleaning requires a high pressure alr hoss,
As this is not availahble, the units have bsen cleaning the filters by holde
ing them in front of ths gun tube and using the scavenger system to blow

out the dust, In &all eases and on all problems we have contactad £ll psrsons
involvel with ths M551 project, requesting assistance, The problems have
been discussed with Major Wilkerson of 1st Logistical Command, Captein
Burndet, Project Control Officer and through Division G4 to USARV G4,
Assistance was rendered by technical representatives from various commands
and the manufacturer involved with each problem, Bach of these various
departments have been going through channels in an attempt to solve the
problems and acquire repair parts, At present the parts nesded are en route
to RW, However, the present problem is magrified as the units have been
charging parts from deadlined vehicles to keep others running in the field,
g0 that actually each of the 16 vehicles presently deailined will need an
air filter, pulleys amd belts,; and power supply.

(1) The density of AN/FPS-5 radars has increased to sixteen (16). The
overall support for this ralar set has improved but theres still exists some
problem areas. Many repairmen are not school trained, Repair parts supply
is inadequate because of the non-availability of certain parts, Many parts
are obtained through Company E Technical Representative in Long Binh, The
147th 1™ Campany also supplies repair parts and repair and return programs
provide some parts, In that maintenance at the direct support level is
hampered due to the lack of repair parts and school trained personnel, radars
have been evscuated to a higher maintenance level thus causing further dalay
in returning the radar to an operable status,

H, (C) Revolutionary Developement,

(1) (C) The new concept in size and management of the Revolutionsry
Developenent Cadre teams reducing them to 30 man teams has been fully
implemented throughout the TAOI., The new, sSmaller teams are currently
under the control of the village councils rather then directly under the
control of Provincial Headquarters, The Cadre teans are provided security
by PF platoons stationed in the local areas along with their organic re-
sources, Thers are presently 64 Cadre teams in the TAOI. The incresse
of 29 teams dwring the reporting peridl was largely dus to creation of
30 man teans from the original 59 member teams, There ars now i teams in
the Tay Minh Province, 20 in Heu Nghia Province and fowr in Phu Hoa and
Tri Tam Districts of Binh Duong Province,

(2) (C) The MACV Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) remains the principal
means of measwing progress of pacification witnin tue TAOI, Currently
the overal US category ratings for the TAOI are:

C@w ?"":(/F/Uﬁa /
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CATEGORY HAMLET POPULATION PERGENT
A 0 0 09,00
B 78 212,368 16,00
¢ 134 227,383 43,00
D 28 32,223 06,00
E 7 65415 01.00
v 0 24,23, 04,00
ABANDONED 1 0 00.00
TOTAL 398 5%,620 700.60

The above ratings imply that essentially 90 per cent of the population of
the TAOI is under GWN concrel in terms of security amd revolutionary
developement, Two thirds of the remainder live in at least a contested
awvircnment ard barely three per cent of the total hamlet population is
recognizea as living predominantly under VC control,

(3) (C) In order to assert control in contested areas ard marginal
hamlets, the GVN has initiated the 1969 Pacification and Development
Plan, It is designed to upgrale security in target hamlets by the use
of villoge govermental assets, Presently there are 73 hamlets targeted
for priority in local pacification efforts which are to be msaswred in terms
of HES sscurity ratings. These include hamleis in every district except
Phu Klmong and thedr current status is:

HAMLET SECURITY CATEGORY NUMBER OF HAMLETS
A 0
B 0
c 17
D 25
E 3
v 19
ABANDONED 9
TOTAL 73
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I, (C) Givic Action,

(1) The CIVAC progran expressed at district level by the actions of
the S5 of the US battalion stationed in that district has enjoyed con-
siderable success duwring this reporting period. CIVAC projects have bsen
planned, coordinated and accomplished more efficiently through the employ-
ment of the combined personnel of the 25th Infantry Division, MACV teams
and GVN egencies and units located in each district, Cocordination and co-
operation in the field has never bzen a3 effective during earlier periods
when responsibilities were not well fixed for given wnits and personal
relationships between G5/S5 personnel and thelr counterparts were not close
snd were of brief duration,

(2) On the evening of 25 January 1969, the hamlets Ap Bink Hoa A aml
B (X1346186) Binh Thanh Village, Kieu Thien District, Tay Minh Province
vere attacked by the Viet Cong and 230 houses were destroyed. During the
months of February snd March, this command supplied 22,000 loard faet of
dunnage lunbar and 78,600 board feet of new lumber to reconstruct the lost
homes, To date the majority of the houses have besn rebuilt under the
supervision of the new District Chief of Hieu Thien, Majr Tuan,

(3) In early March 1969, this office became involved in one of the
largest resettlement operations in its history. In the Michelin Plantation,
Binh Dong Province, 2129 persons were evacuatel from six Viet Cong dominated
hanlets and resettled, 125C in Dau Tieng itself and the remaimder in Ap 2
Hamlet (X7512487), Originally, resettiement hal been considered for a
population of only 1250, One hundred ten housing units were provided the
evacuees and the prefabricatel structures wore transported to the construction
site where they vere erected with 25th Division technical assistance, The
3rd Bde, 25th Division, continues to work in connection with Tri Tam Distriet
of ficials in the further support of the evacuees as required,

(4) MEDCAPS have been numerous during this reporting period with
a total of 723 MEDCAPS conducted during the quarter and 56,389 patients
treated during those MEDCAPS, Further, there have been new developments
in the concept of the conduct and purpose of MEDCAP projects, The
combination of intelligence and PSYOP elements with the standard
complement of medical amd security personnel is designeal to produce
intelligence from targeted contmsted areas in which the new MEDCAP program
vwdll be concentrated, Finally, in late April an outbreak of plague totk
place in Cu Chi District but was quickly contained by reaction from Mr,
Minh, District Health Chief with the aid of the Division Surgeon and
ACofS; G5, A total of 10,843 Vietnamese were inmoculated by District
Health Officials and 25th Divis'on medice. The Entomology Section of
Pacific Architects and Engineers dusted Phuoc Vinh Nunh and Tan An Hol
villages, including 1828 dwellings of 8486 inhabit -nts,

(5) Construction, During the quarter, & .¢.:iderable amount of

effort has gone into the reconstruction of dwell: ;s dastroyed by VC
activities and in genaral improvement of living stardards in targeted
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hamlets, road improvement, capping of wells, improvement of market places
ad health facilities, During the reporting period, the following pro jscts
were completed: 1256.3 km of road a3 constructed or repaired, 1f bridges
were completed, 534 dwellings, 11 churches, 34 dispensaries, four market
places, and 33 schools were completed,

(6) Distributions ware made to Vietnamese civilians in tha following
categories and quantities from 1 Feb 69 to 30 Apr 69: 182,429 toard fest
of lumber were distrituted throughout the TAOI along with 68) sheets of
tin, 60,600 pounds of cement and 151,117 pounds of food,

(7) Civic Action imprest Fund expenditures totaled 1,174,538 $VN
for the quarter, This sun was largely expended in support of construction
projects and distributions to schools and cther public insti tutions,

J, (C) Psychological Operations (PSYOP)

(1) PSYOP activities were in support of operations conducted in Tay
NMinh and Hau Nghia Provinces and Tri Tam and Phu Hea Districts of Binh
Duong Province,

(2) A total of 93,751,753 leallets were disseminated in the Division
TAOLI. This is an increass of 22,511,753 leaflets over the last reporting
period, Thirty-six leaflets ware developed and printed by the AGLS, G5
while 2 leaflets were developed and produced by the 6th PSYOP Bn, for the
DM.vision,

(3) During the reporting period, 745 howrs of air amd ground louwde
speaker broglcasts were conducted, This represents a 73 hows increase over
the last reporting period,

(4) The PSYOP effort toward civilians remained at approximately the
same lovel as the previous quarters, However, increased emphasis was placed
on encouraging civilians to report mines and booby traps. The inereased
PSYOP activity was directed toward specific NVA units, A total of 257
Hoi Chanhs rallied to the GVN, an increase of 163 Hol Chanh from the
previous quarter, The incresse in the number of Hoi Charhs can be
attributed to the increase in the number of contacts,

(5) Enemy forces, particularly the NVA, were contacted frequently
during the reporting period, The G5 keeps PSYOP order of battle books
on all battaliam size or larger units which habitually operate in the
TAOI, These tooks contain such information a8 unit orgardzation, history,
recent contacts; PSYOP vulnerabilities as reported by Hod Chanhs, POW's
ard captured documents and a record of psychological operations conducted
against the unit, A special leaflet was developed for use ggainst specifis
oeny undts, A goneral messsge 16 printed on one side, A2 soon a8 the
eeny is contacted end identified, @ plate is male and the other side of
the leaflst is printed, This side fdentifies the enemy unit by its
proviouws contadts, In this menner, the leaflot must pass through the press
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only once before delivery and it is still directed to the ensmy unit in
contact, When an enemy unit is identified in contact; a loudspeaker tape
{8 male immediately, approximately 10,000 of the leaflets described above
ere printed and a mission is flown into the area of contact using the
first available aircraft, The Division immediate reaction is followed wp
within 24~48 howrs,

2, Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders! Observations, Evaluations, and
Recommond ations,

A, PERSOMNEL
(1) (U) ITEM: Control of Personnel Movement On and Around Helipads
ad Helicopters,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period there have bsen
nunerous incidents of pnrsonnel being severely injured by moving
helicopter rotor blades.

(b) EVALUATION: This has been especially true with the OH-6A,
There are several reasons for these incidents, Unlike the UH-1, the
OH-6A has no crew chief to guide individuals to the ship and help
them load and unload, The main rotor is quite low which, when combinad
with a cumbersome passenger entrance to the aircraft; presents a hazardous
situation for & tall individual,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: To minimize exposure to personnel injury
the following actions are recommonded whenever feasible,

1, Designate specific locations for passenger entry onto
helipads, ’

2. Deoignate specific helicopter parking spaces,
3; Istablish "safe Walk" lanez batween "{" and "2" above,

L, Publicize passenger loading procedures that stress
appropriate approache? tc the helicopter,

5. Use crewnembers to guids and assist passengers during
loading,

6; Install warning signs around helipads which alert
personnel to the hazards of twrning rotor blades,

(2) (U) ITEM: Authorized Grade of Graves Registration Section Sergeant,
(a) OBSERVATION: The current M&E 10~ #: (Company A, ST Bate
talion) authorized an E~6 (NCO)as Graves Registration Section Sergeant,

Uruves Resgistration sections organized under MTOXE 10-7H such as the
18t Alr Cavalry Division, sre authorized a graie of E~7 (NCO).
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(b) EVALUATION: Due to the critical ax,:d sensitive nature of
Graves Registration activities and degres of technical knowlsdge
necessary, the responsibilities of Graves Registration Section Sergeant
require an authorized grade of E~7 (NCO).,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That the grade level of the Graves Registration
Section Sargeant be upgraled to E-7 (N0).

(3)(U) ITM: Aviation Maintenance MTO&E Action,

(a) OBSERVATION: Numerous MOS deficiencies exist in the Shop
Supervisor MOS 67ZL0, In addition a few minor changes were require to
align present MOS authorization with those required to support aircraft
currently assigned to the 25th Infantry Division,

(b) EVALUATION: A request has been sutmitted to updats ths present
TXE 55-8% as changed by MTO&E USARPAC 55-089G to reflect the last changes
in AR 611-201, Requested changes will not alter the present grade or
strength authorization,

(¢) REQOMMFNDATION: Action be taken through commard channels on the
recomnendation made by the 725th Maintenance Battalion,

(4) (U) ITM: Effectivensss of a Stand Down,

(a) OBSERVATION: Periodically, units of this Brigade are granted a
one to three-day stand down in Tay Ninh Base Camp, during which no combat
requirements are given, The persomnel are required to pertorm only
essential maintenance and then are released,

(b) EVALUATION: Themorale of the units rises significantly, in~
creasing the operating effectiveness of the units, All too often a unit's
effectiveness has been decreased by a prolonged period of combat operations
with no break,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: A regularly scheduled stand down should be
P,

(5) (C) ITRM: More Effective Use of Scout Dog Persomel,

(a) OBSERVATION: Scout dog personnel are not utilized to maximum
when in support of infantry battalions,

(b) EVALUATION: Personnel attached to an infantry battalion may
not do anything significant for a period of several days. Scout dog
teams may be attached to a unit that has no scout dog related missiors,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That scout dog teams be controlled by the
battalion S-3 or TOC and attached to those units that have a definite

need for the teams,
Contrdentia/
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OP ERATIONS.
(1) (C, ITM: Psychological Operations at the Battalion Level,

(¢) OBSERVATION: The V(I Team has initiated the use of
perscnalized propaganda leaflets to increase the number of VCI “Chieu Hadv,
Using kit Carson Scouts, notes zidressed to the VC by name are left with
.VC families whenever a US elenent is in the area, The notes are hand-
written and signed by Kit Carson Scouts or "Chieu Hoi" from the
immediate area, and they urge the targeted individusl to rally to an
allied outpost or face constant harassment wtil he is eventually
captured or killed,

(b) EVALUATION: During the first week of this leaflet's use,
28 Chieu Hoi were recorded by ARV units, amd credited to owr PSYOPS
progran, Harassment caused by allied units constantly returtdng to
the targeted VC's family or by ambush patrols around the house is
an important elenent in the program, This brings the war to & per-
sonal level, It singles out one man and destroys the security he has
previously hal by being an anonymous member of a growp., While not
usually effsctive against the hardened cadre; this program is succedse
ful against the lower echelons of the VC organization,...that majority
with dwindling motivation and little 1deological conviction,

(¢) RECMMENDATION: Kit Carson Scouts be utilized to implement
this "personal war'!" against the VCI at the battalion level, Together
with the S2, thia program can be expanded and its success amplified at the
district level,

(2) (C) ITRM: Eveming Stay-Behind Ambush Element,

(a) OBSERVATION: The ¥(I Exploitation Team has established
the evening stay-behind ambush element a3 an effective means of
countering the VCI, MHerged with the standard infantry unit, the V(I
Team, with an infantry squad for security and firepower, drops out of
the main infantry body a8 it moves througn a8 vegetated area, and
deploys in ard arourd a known VC cadre’s home between 1530 and 1900
hours, Observing fire discipline; the security element allows the
targeted VC to enter his home where he is surrounded and captured,
Kit Carson Scouts are wsed to get all curious passers-by into the
target's house to awid a treach of security prior to the cairefs
arrival,

(b) EVALUATION: Thie operation’s affectivenccs 1s dependent
upon secrecy of deployment, continued sacrecy ¢ the patrol while
deployed and strict fire discipline, It has yielded good results
when properly employed because (1) the VC movs between 1600 and 1900
hours, and (2) the VC maintain strong family -u«s, and will continue
to retwrn homs to 3es their fanilies snd have araner on a regular

S C@M%O/PM%I&/




o~

Contidential

(s) RECOMMENDATIONs Infantry units, under S2 diraction, should
establish the stay-behind ambush as a tonl for countering tho VCI and
for maintaining continuous pressure on VCI at all hours of the day,

(3) (C) ITEM: Contrcl of the Lift Element During the Combat Assault,

{a) OBSERVATION: Recent experience has shown the need for a
more effectivo method of control of the 1ift element during comkat
asgsault operations,

(b) EVALUATION: It has been this unit's (25th Awn Bn) practice
in the past to confine all coordination between the command and control
aircraft, the supporting gunships and the 1ift element to the Air Mission
Commarder on board the C and C aircraft. At times this has resulted in
the 1ift element receiving incomplets data concsrning the requiremsnts
of the 1ifted unit and the specific instructions on such items es winds;
terrain in the landing gone, enemy activity, etc, To eliminate this
problen, a progedure has been developed whereby control of the 1lift
elemept is turned over from the Air Mission Commander to the supporting
Fire Teom Laader at the release point, The Fire Team Leader, having
already made a reconnaissance of the LZ provides the 1ift element Flight
Leader with all required data for the assault portion of the {light,
Using a locally divised :ard format, all information concerning the
terrain to be encountered, azirmths of approach, landing and departure,
troop loading or oft=loading procedures, location of friendly elements,
aroeas of possible enemy activity and essential rules of engagement are
transmitted with a minimum of delay and confusion,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That all units concerned with combat assanlt
operations consider utilizing this method of final coordination,

(4#) (C) ITEMs Techniques for Deofeating Encmy .51 Caliber Anti-Aireraft
Fire with the Helicopter Gunships,

(a) OBSERVATION: With increasing frequency enemy offensive
operations are protected by intense anti-aircraft fire,

(b) EVALUATION: During the quarter this unit has encountered
enemy o51 caliber anti. airc:iaft fire habitually employed in a triangular
pattern directly adjacent to or along the axis of their main ground atteeks
By this method of employment they can fire effectively in support of
their ground attack and simultanecuxly engage fire teams during their
firing passes from any angle, In oxdar to defeat this anti-alreraft
threat, the followlng techniques have been developed. The wing ship
orbits at a relatively safe altitude out of the effective range of the
entl-aircraft fires, The lead ship elears the air space in his

- sector below 1500 feet AGL for hls exclusive use, and then blacks out

all lights, He is then free to make his firing passes from different
angles and altitudes in order to deceive the enemy as to his actual
location, Additional deception is gained by varying the length of
firing runs and direction of breaks, Long bursts of machine gun fire
should be avolded becsuse experisnce has shown that the onemy will
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orient his fires on the point of origin of prolonged fires, After
the fire team leader has fired a mejority of his ordnance he exchanges
positions with his wing ship who repeats the procedures. If the low
ship is detected the high ship should employ long range fires in a
covering role.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That units involved in combat operations against
an onemy utilizing visually adjusted anti-adrcraft fires consider the above
techniques as an unorthodox, but tested and proven concept.

(5) (U) ITEi Coordination in Supporting Civilian Evacuation and
Refugee Operations.

(a) OBSERVATION: Often ‘arge quantities of supplies are requested
from the 25th Infantry Division. by GVN officials and thair US advisory
personnel without consulting higher authorities in their own logistics
channels, In both the civilian evacuation projects in the Michelin
Plaatation and the support of refugees in the Binh Than Village area,
Bieu Thien District, the 25th Division G5 personnel insisted upon local
ARVN units presenting a definite plan of action and support. Further,
GVWN officials and US CORDS ropresentatives were requested io obtain
&s puch support as possible from their own headquartsrs,

(b) EVALUATION: In both cases observed, joint planning and
coordination between GVN/ARVN, CORDS/MACV and the 25th Division personnel
resulted in a smcother, politically acceptable solution involving efficient
use of lesser quantities of materials provided by this cormmand,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That any G5/S5 element approached with requests
for support of civilian evacuation and refugee projscts, insure that the
requesting GVN or US agencies have exhausted their own resources and all
political personages who may become involved in the projects are properly
consulted,

(6) (C) ITEM: Use of Salt as & Defolient.

(s) OBSERVATION: Captured aalu can be used effectively to de-
foliate fiuids of fire.

{b) EVALUATION: Fields of fire grow back up shortly after they
are cleared, Thersefore, clearing fields of fire becomes a never ending
Job at locatians that exist for periods of time,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: The use of salt that has been captured will
kesp vegetation from growing, and alleviate the time consuming process
of clearing flelds of fire, -

(7) (C) ItEM: Conditions Conducive To Increasing The Number Of Ralliers.
(a) OBSERVATION: Ralliers to the Chisu Hoi Program have in the

past been averaging approximately four per month in the 3rd Brigade area
of operations, From 15 March to 30 April, thn Brigade has received
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thirty-eight (38) ralliers, C&MMM\@/

{(b) EVALUATION: No one reason can be attributed to this marked
increases in ralliers, The increase i8 a result of many corditions which,
vwhsn they chronologically concur causs improved results, Some of theses
comditions ara:

Security provided to Vietnamese civilians a3 a result of moving
the families from VC controlled areas (o secure areas, which happenzd in
the Michelin move.

2, A separation of VC and their families a3 a result of such a
nove,

3. The ability and skill of the ARW Psyp Team io establish
rapport with the people and hereby persuade them of the merits of the
Chieu Hoi Program. This confidence was in turn passed on to the VC
through their families,

Timely amd effectave use of lowdspeaker and leaflet operations
exploiting the men that did rally.

5, A divisive wedge being driven between the VC and NVA as a result
of VC discontent stemming from being used primarily as laborers by the
NA.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Relocation of villagers into secure areas
of fers maxanmun exploitation of the Chieu Hoi Program which results in
a greatly increased nunber of ralliers,

(8 (C) ITRM. Securing Unmanned Bunkers Against Enemy Use

(a) OBSERVATION: Supplemental perimeter bunkers which are unmanned
during normal aler: status offer excellent cover if secured by the enemy.

(b) EVALUATION: Perimeter bunkers are mutually supporting, Un-
manned perimeter bunkers pose a threat if captured, An enemy held
bunker within the peimeter greatly reduces the effectiveness of the
defense by provading the enemy a substantial gap for exploiting with
reserves,

(c) REMMMENDATION: That unmannel perimeter bunkers be secured
by locked doors {with the keyz kept in adjacent bunkers in event that
increased zlert posture roquires a greater number of bunkers),

(9) (C) ITRM: Preferenca For Searchlights over Illumination Deovices
In Base Camp Defonse

(a) OBSERVATION: For bass camp defense, several centrally located
100! tower mounted searchlights appear more ef fective than the use of

1llunination ordnance,
Cowbselorsteal
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(b) EVALUATION: The advantages of searchlight illumination
o7 ordnance illumination are as follows:

Mo forewarning of illumination for the enemy,

Ilumination rsaction time greatly reduced,

No variable compensations rsquired for wind, rain, eto,
Capabllity of providing three (3) hours continwws illumination,

Vast o8t reducticn on illumination ordnance,

Sl A - N

Greater safety., (No falling illumination debris to hit friemdly
troops or civilians),

(¢) REOMMEMDATION: That base camps be provided tower mounted
searchlights as a primary means of on-call illumination; and, that
high powerel infra-red binoculars be mrovided for use with vhe Xenon
infro-red light sowrce,

(10)(C) 1TEM: Pick-up and Landing Zones,

(a) OBSERVATION: The enemy rapidly "zeros-in" on landing zones
for troop lifts, dustoffs and resupply, Urnits use one LZ/PZ for several
hotrs and place excessive smoke in ths vicinity,

(b) EVALUATION: When trocps move aftsr one resupply drop, receive
a second drop at another location, the vulnerability to mortar fire is
greatly reduced,

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION: That units move after and rapidly between
landing and pick-up zones. That the requirement for "continuous emoke
for identification be reduced to the minimum acceptable level by aviation
units,

(11)(C) ITRM: Hedgerow Clearing.

(a) OBSERVATION. Requirement for an efficient method of re-
ducing hedgerow complexes,

(b) EVALUATION: A problem exists in search and clear operations
of hedgerow complexes, The usual methods result in exposing one flank
of the friendly troops to enany forces that may be hidden in the
heigerows,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: This problem msy be relieved by setting wp
tw bases of fire in front of two adjacent sides of the complex, The
infantry is then sent in to search those two siues in a cloverleaf
pattern while thedr flanks are protected,
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(12) (C) ITRf: Mounted Ambush Patrols,
(a) OBSERVATION: Mounted ambush patrols produce very meager results,

(b) EVALUATION: Enemy forces are able to hear and observs
mounted patrols and avoid them; hence no results are obtained,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: Vehicles should te used as ramd reaction
force for dismounted ambush patrols. This permits contact to be made
and maintained by the dismounted group who can then be ranforced ty the
mownted group as necessary., This technique has been amployed success-
fully on eight (8) occasions by this umit during the reporting pericd,

(13) (C) ITR{: Techmques of Clearing a Hedgerow,

(a) OBSERVATION: It has proven impractical to search and clear
a hedgerow complex without securing all vegetated areas systematically
before entering open areas,

(b) EVALUATION: Imitially, the point element must enter the
heigerow at one corner, moving intwo it, checking it out thoroughly
and clear it for a disvance of 7 to 10 meters in both directions,
Then,; ap additional element can enter the hedgerow and establish an
asutomatac weapons pofition 1o Support the continuing movement of the
point element, Once the corners are secured; elements can movs in a
lespfrog marner, constantly covering each other, This will provide
us with an element always in position to roll up the enemy's flank,
should he engage w¢ from any given hedgerow, This unit will be supported
by its aljacent unit which wll always be able to support by fire, The
roles will constantly be switching batk and forth and movement should
be continuous, Once the hedgerows have been cleared, the remainder of
the elements can move into the open areas between the hedgerows ard
thoroughly search hootches and the ad Jacent areas, To preclude une-
neceseary casualtics, no one shouwld be permitted to enter a complex
until the hedgerow: have been cleare,

(¢) REQMMFNDATION: That the atove method of clearing a hedge-
row be considered a: an ef fective means of securing the area with &
mimimun of casualtaes,

(14) (C) ITRM: Tactical Furpose of LP s

(&) OBSERVATION: It should be realized that LP's are established
for early warning for a perameter and are not to mistakenLy assume
the stature of an AP. However. steps should be taken to equip and
prepare the LP to engage the enemy,

(b) EVALUATION: The commander must closely stuly the terrain
surrounding a Patrol Base or Fire Support Base and choose the

terrain features wherse LP's must be employed in order to deny accesa
to the enemy, The LP element should move to its pre~-determined site
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after dark, having already laid WD 1 wire and buried it at least 6 inches
during the daylight hours., The element should carry a field telephone
and an AN/PRC-25 radio, a double badic load of ammo; a Strobe light, -
multicolored flares, a haudheld Starlight scops ard entrenching teols,
Upon reaching the site, both wire and radio communications should be
e tablished, The element must then establish itself in such a position
a3 to be able to observe 360 degrees, All danger arsas must be kept
wder constant surveillance kesping in mird that any slight terrain
feature, ba it an eight inch berm or six inches of grass, must be
considered a danger arsa, The element must then dig into a dufensive
posture as much as possible under the conditions of stealth, Should
eneny movement bs heard or sighted; instantaneoug accurats reports must
be renderel to the conmandar, The commarder must then decide the degrees
of danger to his elemsnt and the probability of campromise of their -
position. He nust then decids whether withdrawal action is necessary,
If this action is taken. all necessary coordination with friendly elenents
should be pre-planned and he must assure that all coordination has been
adhered to without exception, It should be noted that the element must’
never engage the enemy force unless it is afforded no other alternative,
If this is the situation. and the element should engage the enemy, the
dug-in position and all equipment should be in a realy status and the
commander should utilizs 211 support necessary to safely withdraw his
ealement back to the defensive positaon.

(¢) REMMMZNDATION 1P s must be well plenned and coordinated
but at no time should assume the characteristics of an ambush patrol,

(15) {C) ITRM: Holding-area Prior to AP

(2) OBSERVATION: This wmt has effectively used the tactic of
moving an ambush patrol into a holding area prior to the hours of
darkness and having the patrol g through the motions of establishing
a night ambush positaon, This techrinque has proven to be quite
of factive in populated aress and on Ystay-behind® type ambushes,

(b) EVALUATION: Wher elements are employei in a "stay-behind"
ambush or moved into an ambush site after a day sweep, it is quite
probable that its location 1s known by the on-looking enemy or by
intelligence-passing civilians, If the element moves into an ambush
position during daylight houre and sets up at that location for the
night, their iocation in most caSes has been obtserved and is thus
compromised The element may be subject to an indirect fire attack,

a sniper or ground attack, or a counter-ambush upon move-out from the
site the next day, To avoid such possibilities. “he element should
move into a holding area within range of a pre-decermined AP site prior
to the hours of darkness, While the element can 5till be observed,

it should begin preparation of its night defers..e position, placing
its sub-elements into a defensive posture, a2 .sking all appropriate
actions to make it perfectly clear tc a passible sbserver that it hgs
every intention of staying for the mght. Whe: 1t becomes dark encugh
to mve undetected; the ambush patrol will form up and move as rapidly
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as stealth pormits out of the holding area and into the pre-planned arsa.
In one instance, an element of this unit employed the holding area teck-
nique prior to moving into their pre-planned ambush site, Upon zetting
ep in their new area, they observed a heavy volums of 82mm mortsr rounds
impacting in their holding area. This technique undoubtedly saved the
slemant costly casualties,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the above technique be considered as
a measure to be taken by ambush patrols to prevent compromise of
thelr mission.

(16) (€) ITEM: Dstection of Booby Traps.

" (a) OBSERVATION: Recently, units in the 2nd Brigade TAOI have
sustained an excessive number of casualties from manufactured and
home made booby traps.

(b) EVALUATION: Past Lessons Learned pertaining the detection and
destruction of booby traps have been made available to units, Proper
techriques are, in many instances, not being employed, i.e.,, mine
detectors, killer sye device, observation and movement, bamboo poles, stec.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That past lessons learned in the area of mines/

booby traps be reviewsd and proper techniques implemer.rad, Further,
that commanders place command emphasis in this casualt, producing area

to reduce and minimize unnecessary casualties, Note: Scout dogs are
extrenoly proficient in locating recently implaced booby traps.

(17) (C) 1ITEM: Providing The Low LOH with Enough Side and Rear Supressicn
To Supress Anti-gireraft Fire,

(a) OBSERVATION: The majority of hits on LOH's are from the sides
and rear, while the mini-gun is only able {0 fire directly ahead,

(b) EVALUATION: A need exists to provide more suppression than
18 now given by the M-60 MG, A mount and accessories were locally

fabricated for & flexible door mounted mini-gun, Tests worked extremely
well,

(s) RECOMMENDATION: Kivs be fabricated in support echelon to
provide all LOH's with 2 flexibls mini-gun,

(18) (C) ITEM: Well Casing Made From Metal Culvert.

(a) OBSERVATIOM: A suitable well casing has besn produced using
common metal culvert,

(b) EVALUATION: Seepage holes in the lower section are cut, and
the completely assembled culvert is laid horizontally with the perforsted
soction closest to the lip of the well, Cable clamps are fitted to the
top sections and a cable passed through them., The culvert is then 1ifted
by the cable in an arc toward the well opening and carefully lowered

into position.
o Lombidetial
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(c) REMMENDATION: It is recommended that the metal culvert can
be wsed of fectively for a well casing,

(19) (C) ITRM: Use of Wagon kheel Road Net To Lay Out Fire Support
Bases,

(a) OBSERVATION: In the past the layout summary of the fire
support bases has been accomplished by the Engineers,

(b) EVALUATION: The wagon wheal roxl net appsars to be ideal
for the fire support bases The net can be quickly and easily lald
out by an artillery survey section, In a recent experiment, the
infantry units, utilizing the artillery survey ssction, completely
laid out two firs supporti tases,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Use of the atove method greatly conserved the
very limited swrvey capabllity aitiin the Engineer Battalion,

(20) (C) ITRM: Use of Shaped and Cratering Charges In Building of Bunkers,

(a) OBSERVATION: Utilization of shaped and cratering charges in
conjunction with dozer operations in the excavation of bunkers has
rendered great savings in wear; tear and hours of operations on the
dozers,

(b) EVALUATION: Charges placed on line at five foot intervals
for the desired langth of the bunkers, troke up the hard upper strata
vwhich is prevalent in this area during the dry season, The dozer was
then able to easily remove this overburden and move with relative ease
through the softer earth below,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Time reduction ha3 bsen noted as great as
75%,

(21) (C) ITM: PSYOPS On Tactical Missions,

(a)- OBSERVATION: A 1000W speaker was mounted on a UH-1H heli-
copter and used in conjunction with a CS drop, It was followel by
a UH-1H zarrying a xenon searchiight and two minigune, Two gunships
flew in support,

(b) EVALUATION: PSYOPS used in conjunction with armed aircraft
is very effective. The weapons a«dd strength to Chieu Hol appeals and
"Surrender or Die' messages, while the use of PSYOPS can make the
weapons sgeem more terrifying,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That PSYOP missions be conducted in cone-
Junction with armed alrcraft whenever possible,
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(1) (C) ITRM: Instructing Personnel In Use Of Hand Grenades On AP's,

(a) OBSERVATION: The use of fragmentation devices can improve
the effectiveness of smbushes,

(b) EVALUATION: The ambush is & highly effective offensive
waapon but there is a terdency to shoot high, Thus, only a portion
of thase ambushed become casualties,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: The use of claymore mines and hand grenales
can greatly improve the success of an ambush, If each man in the ambush
is instructed to throw a grenade; the number of enemy casualties will
be greatly increased,

(2) (C) ITRI: Need For Training Replacements on 90mm Recoilless Rifle,

(a) OBSARVATION: Replacement personnel should bes trained on the
90mm recoilless rifle,

(b) EVALUATION: Replacement personnel are not familiar with
employments care and characteristics of the 90mm recoilless rifls,
When these personnel are given one, they cannot use it or they are
dangerous to themselves and others,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That training be given as scon as the new
personnel enter ihe unit on the 90mm recoilless rifle, It would be
very alvantageous if personnel were trained on the weapon prior to
Joining the unit,

(3) (C) ITRM: Effectiveness of Radar Sets,

(a) OBSERVATION: Radar sets are proven early warning devices
when used effectively,

(b) EVALUATION. Some of the new radar operators do not know how
to properly operate the radar set,

(c) REMMENDATION. An operation training progran should be set
up for all new radar operators,

(4) (C) ITEM: Improper Use of Scout Dogs.

(a) OBSERVATION: Scout dog teams are being improperly utilized
dus to a lack of knowledge by commanders and small unit lealers,,

(b) EVALUATION: Units are not getting the benefits that the
scout dog beam can given them,
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(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That classes and triefings be hald to inform
commanders and small unit lesders of the cgpabilities and utilization of
scout dog teams

(5) {C) ITRM: Squad and Platoon Refresher Training.

(a) OBSERVATION: Personnel sometimes fail fo apply basic success-
ful tactics during combat operations, i.e,, squad fire ard maneuver,
ambush tachniques,

(b) EVALUATION: Basic combat skills must be continually re-
evaluated and re-taught at the squad and platoon level,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: Fire teams, squads ard platoons should receive
training tactics, employment of weapons and markamanship between
combat operations,

D, INTELLIGENCE,

{1) (C) ITM: Emplacement of Duffle Bag Sensors Using Aerial Photo-
graphy.

(a) OBSERVATION: From all intelligence sources, particularly
imagery interpretation and isual reconnaissancs, areas are selected
for Duffle Bag sensors, Large scale, good quality photography is
then accomplished by Mohawk direct support aircraft, This imagery
is real out for the best camouflaged locations, and prints are anmo-
tated with these locations, then given 8-digit coordinates, Annotated
prints or photomosaics, as applicable, are given to the unit which hss
responsitility for emplacing the sensors,

(b) EVALUATION: This method has proven to be very efficient.
Response time from request to annotated prints is typically less than
72 hours, Annotated prints make emplacement more accurate than previous
methods and subsequent artillery engagement is more accurate, This
photography becomes the basis for comparative studies to determine
if new trails are being used by the enemy to bypass the sensor
arrangement.,

(e) RECOMMENDATION: Aerial photography should continue to be used
to determine "best" locations for duffle Bag sensors and annotated prints
be used for ascurate emplacement,

(2) (C) ITEM: Tagging of POW's With Water Repell ent Cards,

(a) OBSERVATION: The escalation »f enemy activities during the
reporting period resultel in the processing of numerous detainees and
POW'S, The present identification system necessitates tagging each
individual with an identification card to faci..tate organized process-
ing, Often, wet weather makes these cards illegible,
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(b) EVALUATION: A better system of tagging detainees/POW!s is
esgential for organized processing and accurates accounting of psresonnal,

(c) REOMMENDATION: That & water repellent identification card
be developed and issued in lieu of existing cards to prevent unnecessary
confusion in personnel identification due to illegible ID sards caused
by inclement weather,

(3) (C) ITRM: Voluntary Information Pregram (VIP),.

(a) OBSERVATION: There has been increasel positive reaction to”
the VIP campaign (Voluntary Informaticn Program) observed in the TAOI,
The majrity of information has been given by children, Although it
is stamdard practice to exchange money for enemy information provided
by civilians, the 13t Bn, 5th Inf (Mech) his usad "C" rations rather
than money,

(b) EVALUATICN: The increased reaction to the VIP program by children
seems to have been intluenced by the use of "C" rations as a reward instead
of the customary exchange of money, In the five incidents noticed, the
children expresecd the desire for the "C" rations over money. A mrevious
but similar, incident wa8 noticed in a different area, In this case the
child would only atcept half the money offered him, He expressed the fear’
that psople would became suspicious if he was found to have too much money.

(c) REQOMMENDATION: Although the preference for "C" rations may
only bs a local attitude, it is suggested that "¢ rations be made
availabls to thcse citazens who given voluntary information since there
may be a fear of receiving monsy, It 1S also recommended that PSYOPS
support of the VIP Campaign mention that othsr "goods" can be substituted
for monetary rewards,

(4) (C) ITRMs Kit Carson Scouts,

(a) OBSERVATION: Performance of Kit Carson Scouts has improved,
they are alert and aggrezsive during combat operations,

(b) EVALUATION: Continued association with U,S. umits has increased
thair confidencs and willingness to perform,

(¢) RECOMMTNDATION: That the Kit Carson Program be expanded to
furnish four scoutz per infantry platoon,

(5) (C) ITR4: Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligen. : Patrol (CRIP),
(a) OBSERVATION: Combined Reconnaissance i Intelligence

Patrol (CRIP) wnits vhen used in of fensive op« ‘.ons are unable to

perform their neimary mission a8 an intelligenc: . cllection agency.

(b) EVALUATION: Use of CRIP on frequent night ambushes pro-
duces little or no intelligencs, The night ambush can easily he
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(c) FRECOMMENATION: Relieve the CRIP of standard commitments
and leave them fres to react to DIOCC intelligence leads and to gather
information as a free roving force. This may often result in stakeout
miseions in villages at night or as ambushes on enemy liaison routes, but
a3 a result of accumulated irtelligence rather than a defensive measurs,

performed by infantry elements,

(‘6) (C) ITRM: Use of Vietnamese In IOW Interrogation,

(a) OBSERVATION: Unit Vietnamese asseis can be used for effective
gathering and exploiting prisoner-of-war information,

(b) EVALUATION: Many POW's are very willing to talk immediately
after capture, This is especially true if the individual was not happy
fighting with the VCANVA, Many times these POW's have information that
could bo used immediately in the tactical 3ituation but it is not gained
because of language difficulties,

{c¢) REOMMEMDATION: That a Vietnamese be placed near the POV to
listen to what he has to say, An ARVN soldier is ideal but & Xit Carson
can also be wed, It is not recormendel that the unskilled try sxtansive
interrogation but aerely mote what the FOW says,

(7 (C) ITB4: Use of Starlight Scope With Radar,

(a) OE3SRVATION. Starlight scopes and radar sets zre toth early
warning devices,

(b) EVALUATION: Tre *w uwse 'z conjinctizon czn better identify
the type and size of covement

(c) RTROEIDATION. A cresderved star.aght scupe should be
exployed with the ralsr set cn top - izs radxr tover

(8) (C) ITEM Red Haze Nissiame

(a) OBSIMVATION Red Hase {infra-re:) missions lown during the
dry aeason (Hov-igr) record twice 2 many heat emistions a8 missions
flown dwring the w=t season,

(b) EVALUATION: Ths increase in Red H -» activity is directly
attributed to the .wrge numbar of fires that are fowd at randon during
the dry season ard not an increase in enemy activity or bastter reglout
conditions existing during the dry season,

(¢) REQOMMENDATION: To mimimize confus. and distortion cavsed
by these none-snemy initiated heat emissions, us=e should be made of &
last light VR to spot Ard record the location ~~ 211 brush and grass
fires, This will permit more accurate readouts and prevent dissipation
of grtillery on bogus targets,
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(9» (C) ITRM: False Floors In Enemy Bunkers,

(a) OBSERVATION: VC/NVA Rear Service elements make extensive use
of camouflage and concealment in order to safcguard their weapons and
food caches from discovery,

(b) EVALUATION: Enery caches have been discovered inside what
appears on the surface as a fighting or sleeping bunker, Howsver, closer
eXamination has revealed that some of these bunkers had false floors
and/or false walls constructed of mud znd logs under which weapons ard
canned foodstuffs were stored.

(c) REOQOMMINDATION: A thorough examination should be made of a1l
eneny bunkers. A steel rot atout thres feet in length greatly assists
in conducting speedy checks,

(10J(C) ITEM: Duffle Bag and Ambushes,

(a) OBSERVATION. Duffle bag seismac smsors proved to be useful
when employed in support of ambushes.

(v) EVALUATION: Duffle bag seismac sensors (G-SIDS) were used by
elements of the 1st Bn, 27th Infantry, on several ambushes toth day and
might over a period of one month, The sensors weres placed along trails
leagding into the kill zone with a minimuz of two sensors on each trail
to facilitate sstimating direction of movement and size of forcs. The
sensors were monitored by the anbush command group, The sensor mo-
vided early warning of approaching enemy forces on thres separate
occasions, The system was simple to operate and easy to amploy,

(c) REQ@MMENDATICN: That an ambush kit composad of seismic¢ sensors
and claymores be issued as standard equipment to all infantry companies,

(11) (C) ITRM: Increased Visual Recomaissance Throughout the 25th
Infantry Daivision TACI

(a) OBSERVATION: A recent analysis revealed that an increase in
daily visual reconnamssance missicns would be significantly improve the
Divisiont's intelligence of fort.

(b) EVALUATION. In compliance wth the Division Conmarder's
guidance to improve our techniques of locating the enemy, the Battalion
has developed the following courses of action. Plans have been maie to
re-allocate OH-6A helicopters throughout the Divicion area each day dur-
ing daylight hours, A night visual reconnaissancs and strike capability
has been developed by equipping a UH-1D/H with tw light Vision Sights,
AN/TVS-4. This aircraft operates in direct supyert of a maneuver ’
battalion throughout each night as the intelligunce situation dictates,
Each VR helicopter is accompsnied by a helicoptrr gunship to exploit
targets of opportundty. The two aircraft form a team called Night Hawk,
Ths concept was borrowed from the ?th Infantry Division and has been
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improved upon and zlapted to mest the requirements of the 25th In{antry
Division, An additional night reconnaissance and strike capability
has been developed by equi;ing a UH-1H with a Searchlight, Infra-red,
KW, 28 volt, 50 AMP Xenon, This helicopter i8 also armed with a M=2,
050 caliber MG or 7,62 minigun and 12 Mark 24 aerial flares, When
squipped with night vision devices, it can reconnoiter and engage the
enemy in either natural or infra-red light, This mission is code namsd
Night Lightning., Finally, attempts are being made to indoctrinate all
unit aviators to the importance of seeking intelligencs information on
every flight, An Intelligence Spot Report Net nas been reactivated and
is now fully operational,

(c) REMMMENDATION: That other Divisional aviation battalions
devalop a program of continuous evaluation »f their unit assets and
capabilities toward improving intelligence gathering techniques, Hmphasis
should be placed on & free © ‘erchange of iaeas between divisions,
Liaison trips are most valus..,

(12) (C) ITEM: Use of Order of Batile Map,

(a) OBSERVATION: Correlation of information from the various
intelligence sources was basel previously on the correlative ability
of ths inteli.gence analysts,

(b) EVALUATION: A current Order of Battle map has bsen established
and nmaintained on a daily basis. Information from sensor devices, i,e,,
people sniffer. Red Haze and SLAR, is plotted on the map as are incidents
and agent reports, Any other information adding to the overall intelli-
gence pictwre is also shown on the map, The result of this systematic
procedura is that tha intelligence analysts were no longer required to
rely exclusively on their mental recall for information which had to be
correlated with new intelligence input,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That this procedure be made a practice in
all G2 sections,

(13) (C) ITRM: Duffle Bag Targeting Procedure,

(a) OBSERVATION. Camouflaged, seismic, magnetic, acoustic and
infrared sensors continued to be amployed in the 25th Infantry Division
TAOR to detect activiiy along enemy routes of infiltration and lines of
communication, Sensors were used for of fensive, defensive and intelli-
gence missions during the period 1 February to 30 April 1969,

(b) EVALUATION: Eleven areas were secded -ath a total of 378
sensors, Each sensor site was provided with coverage by artillery fire,
Artillery responded to sensor activations as the result of fire mission
roquests from monitoring stations, Confirmat:oi of enemy activity amd
results were obtained through the use of growd forces or aerial
reconnalesance, In ons instance, 19 NVA KIA {BC) ware located a8 the
result of a ground sweep to confirm response o activations, It is
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reasondbly certain from blood tralls and graves in the vicinity of sensor

Iocations, and destroyed equipment, that Duffle Bag devices contribute

significantly to the preemption of the ememy's mvement in the Division

TA0I, Sensor activations have directly resulted in increased atirition

of enenmy forces and materiel, while at the same time acting in an econonmy
I of force rols,

(e¢) RECOMMENDATIONS: Operations using Duffle Bag devices should
be increased and training im use of sensors for such operations should
be considersd for presentation in basic officer's courses and male an
I item of issus to Division forces,

g;, LOGISTI €3,
(1) (U) ITR{: Insulated Storage Containers,

(a) OBSERVATION: A requirement existed for a suitable andl inex~
pensive container that would preclude melting of ice and ice cream amd
spoilage of other dairy products during transport to fisld locations,

(b) EVALUATION: A 19" x 14<3/4 x 23-1/4% plywod container lined
vith 2" styrafoam (from 152mm ammunition) ami a plastic insert was
designed and constructed by this division. The container proved to
be invaluable in preserving ice ard precluding spoilage of perishabls
products. The container will hold 10 gallons of ice cream, 28 quaris
of milk, or an equal volume of similar products,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That widespread dissemination te given to
the merit and value of this field expedient,

(2) (U) 1ITRM: The Warping of Rotor Hlades on the 540 Rotor System,

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit has experienced three incidents of
warped 540 rotor blades within a thirty day period,

(b) EVALUATION: Preliminary investigation indicated that the
main cause of the warped blades is from over stress induced by rapad
pullouts from gun runs, This is especially true vhen the pullout is
abrupt amd is initiated at high sirspeels and power settings ona -
heavily loaled helicopter. In addition to warping the rotor blades,
this type of maneuver also can be extremely damaging to all dynamic
componentsa and the airfranme,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That unit stendardization check rides
eanphasize the dangers of abrupt control movements, Aviators should
be given additional instruction in detecting stress discrepancies on
gunships, Uhen a tactical essential mission requires alrupt control
movements, a notation showld ba maxie in the aircraft log book,

(3) (U) ITEM: C(H~6A Avionics and Gyro Equipment,

Z@&I'FIQ a/e/Uﬁa/ o
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(a) OBSERVATION: There has been a Migh incidence of avionics
ad gyro equipment becoming inoperative after relatively few operational
hours,

(b) EVALUATION: Cne possible reason for these failures may be
in the run up procedure, The pregent procedure calls for thes inverter
ard radios to be turned on immediately after the generator has been
turned on, When the generator has just been turned on it causes
a high amperage load throughout the aircraft electrical system, If the
inverter and radios are turned on immediately, thess high losais could
cause damage to them,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: That the radios be turned on after the ioad
meter reading drops below ,6 or 60% of available amperage, Bscause of
the importence of monitoring pressure instrumente, recommenc the in-
verter be turned on immeliately after the generator is tumed on,

(4) (U) ITRM: The Aerial Resupply of Ammunition,

(a) OBSERVATION: The shipping boxes Yor 152mm main gun ammunition
{one round per box) are extremely bulky and heavy, Since gerial re-
supply is restricted by the wedght and size of the load, the number of
rounds carried per sortie can be greatly increased by removing soms of
the packing material, The A42 aarlift pack, when lined with stycafoan
from the original packing,., provides suitable cushion for thes ammunition
ard allows it to ba shapped in the fiber container without the wooden
apmuni tion box,

(b) EVALUATION: Ths A12 pack should be lined on the bottom with
a double layer of styrafoam and lined on each side and the top with a
single layer of this aome material. Each pack can then bs filled with
35 main gun rounds which ars still in their fiber containers, This
load is 50% lighter and 753 less bulky than a load of like number of
rourds in the original packing boxes,

(c) RECOMMENDATTION: That this method of aerial resupply packing
be included in instructions to units authorized 152mm ammunition,

(5) (U) ITRM: Use of 55 Gallon Drums in Bunker Construction,

(a) OBSERVATION: Sandbags and lumber are often critical items
in construction of bunkers,

(b) EVALUATION: Squad size bunkers must be built in new Fire
Support Bases, Sandbags and lumber usually deteriorate over a period
of time and often cannot be used a second time,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That 55 gallon druss ba substituted for besms
to support the roof and be wed to suppleneni sandbags on the sides,
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{6) (U) ITRi: M551 Sheridan Vehicle,

(a) OBSZRVATION: During the initial phase of deplojyment, & high
deadline rate was experienced, This was due to a faulty brass ring in
the racoil mechanism, After the problem was identified, corrective :
action was taken and the recoil mechanism has caused few problems since,
After about 700 ~ 1000 miles of operation the fan tower, generator, ard
crankshaft pulleys began to show considerable wear, causing fan belt
fajlure and an increased deadline, New pulleys were requisitioned from
ONUS, received, thus raducing the dexdline rate, Concurrent with the
pulley prablems; problems occured with air filters. The filters require
daily cleaning by use of compressed air, The compressed gir was not
available due to the area of operations, Some filters wers damaged during
sleaning. The lack of filters in country caused the deailins rate
to rise to a peak of thirty-seven per cent (37%). Engine problens
ocarred at the same time the air filter problem appeared, As the
engines were replaced, they weat back intc operation if good air filters
wsre on hand; if not, the venicle renained dezilinad until filters were
available,

(b) EVALUATION: The M551 Sheridan vehicle needs several modifi-
cations to eliminate obvicus weak components, Also, minor redesign
should provide a source of compressed air for cleaning air filters,

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: That aluminum pulleys be replaced with steel
pulleys. That the closed breech scavenger system be modified to provide
an air sowrce for cleaning alr filters,

(7) (U) ITEM: Ci~6A Tail Rotor Deterioration,

(a) OBSERVATION: Many OH-AA tail rotors have not attained their
life expectancy in operations with the 25th Infantry Division,

{b) EVALUATION: OH-6A tail rotor blades have been experiencing
material separation in the area of the tail rotor tip cap, For
example, this wits DSU reported six OH-AAfs requiring tall rotor
changes during the period 23 Apr through 30 Arr 1969. Of these six tail
rotors; five required changes becauss of bonding separation on and )
around the tip cap, and ihe other for material separation of the blade,
Those six blazles had an average 1ife of 105 howrs or approximately one-
sixth of their mregrammed 1life expectancy,

(¢) REMMMENDATION: A more durable bording material be employed
in the construction of the tail rotor blade for the OH~-AA, Additionally,
issuing & repair kit for field repairs of the CH-6A tail rotor blase
would provide greater OH-HA avallability,

Contrden Vo
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(8) (U) ITEM: 600 GPH Airmobile Units,

(a) OBSERVATION: Vater supply is a major responsibility of the
S-4 ssction, purifying between 1 and 2 miilion gallons cf water per
month,

(b) EVALUATION: The wnusually large TAOI's, fire support concept
ard inaccess hility of terrain demands doubling and tripling the original
TOE vapacity, Six hundred GPH airiobile units have proven to be very
satisfactory and capable of providing the potable water required,

(c) RECOMMENDATTCN: The light weight and ease of operation of the
GPH airmobile units mske them more useful and adaptable than the largsr,
less mobile 1500 GPH truck mounted unit.

(9) (U)ITRM: The TC Override of thes AR/AAV

(a) OBSERVATION: The TC override handle is located too low
inside the vehicls, bhen the TC fires the Sheridan "from the hip" his
heal is below tne level of the .50 caliber shield,

(b) EVALUATION: Since the tank commander does all the day
time firing, he must be able to see the terget, see the gun tube, and
place effective fire on his target, With the override handls located
in its original position this cannot be done,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The 3/4 Cav has foud a temporary solution
to the problem, By welding a tracket to the right half of the TC hztch
they were able to move the TC handle out of the vehicle, With ths TG
handle in this position the TC can place effective fire on his target,
This is not the best answer because the powsr cable to the TC handle
runs through the TC cupola, The TC is then unable to operate the cupola
electrically, This problem could be solved by developing a bracket to
raise the TC handle from its original position but keep it inside the
vehisle, It could bs raised about 12 to 18 inthes and still be inside
the vehicle,

(10) (V) “TM: Ammo Stowage Racks of the AR/AW

(a) OBSERVATION: The current ammo stowege racks in the drivers
compartment and under the twrret do not support the combustable case
when the vehicle is jolted hard,

(v) EVALUATION: When a vehicle hits a mine or a rice paddy
dike hard we have experienced a separation of *he combustible case
from the pro jectile.

(¢) REQMMENDATION: A support for the case should be fixed to

hold/counteract the whiplash effect, This cculd be’ a modified honey-
comb to partially eliminrate some of the firs hazard,
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(11) (U) ITRM: The Turrat Stowage Rack,

(a) ORSERVATION: The turret stowage rack is inadequate to
hold necessary equipment and ammunition,

(b) EVALUATION: The ammount of Small arms ammo required for
| the crews will not £fit on the vehicle, The vehicle was designed to
hold 1000 ,50 caliber and 3000 coax rounds, The crews like to carry
5000 .50 caliber and 8000 coax rounds,

’ (c) REMOMMENDATION: The turret stowage rack should be enlarged
and bettcs supportel. The 3/L Cav overcame the problem by welding
reinforeing rods and redesigned the rack to be somewhat similar to the
ML8 vack, An additional rack was designed to fit on the rear slope over
ths ploneer tools, This rack will hold toxes of amall arms, This
estra rack requires an extension for the exhaust to guard against cook-
of f in the ammo boxes,

(12) (U) ITR{: Zero Balance of ASL items,

' (a) OBSERVATION  The Division Supply Office currently has 1422 AL
items at zero balance,

, (b) EVAIUATION: The zuvro balance problem is acute on high demand

; items such as: Stencils, plastic eating utensils, correction fludd,

| insecticide, and 2 0Z, botiles of insect repeilent, etc, These expendable
items are requested in bulk quantities for stockage on a 12 priority,

This low priority does not provide for sufficient spesd in the receipt

of these items to allow proper service to customers,

(e) RECOMMENDATION: That depot procedures bs revised to provide
prompt Servica on lmgn demand 1tems,

(13) (U) ITEM: Aircraft Lube 0il (MIL-I-7€08}.

{ (a) OBSERVATION. Aircraft Lube 0il (MIL-L-7808) 18 in short supply
: within the theater,

(b) EVALUATION: A mamtemsncte and supply directive recelved during
the period encouragea tne use of MIL-L-23699 in all éircralt where appli- —
cable, The change over way accomplished for zll aircraft except the
CH-47 and OH-6A engines, MiL-1-7608 o1l remained critical, The resultant
ef fect was the generation of & maintenancs problem (which oil where and
when) as well as a supply problem (required stockage of two oils in place
of one) all because one o1l wa> short,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That revised theater -tockage objective be

established und present demands met, if the airc:aft for which it is
required are to continue operations,
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(s4) (U) ITRM: Intra-Theater Depot Support,

(a) OBSERVATION: With the non-availability of Some ite-s at the
Long Binh Depot it has recently become necessary to send personnel to
depots at Da Nang, Quin Nhon and Cam Ranh Bay to pick up required items,
Oon 10, 11, ad 12 April 1969, personnel were sent to all of the above’
derots tw pick up air delivery egquipment and .50 caliber machins guns.
On 28 and 29 April 1969, perconnel were sent to Cam Ranh Bay to pick
up stencils, ink, corrective fluid, insecticide, AN/GRC 106 radios and
typewriters.

(b) EVALUATION: These trips cause a loss of time and manpower,
This situation has besn created by the failurs of the ICC to direct
depots other than Long Binh to ship items to the 25th Infantry Division,
In those cases where the ICC has directed shipment from Quin lhon, the
requests were sent back annotated "cancelled not authorized customer,"

(c) REQOMMENDATION: That the ICC implement a system that will
allow shipments from depots other than primary supporting depot,

(15) (C) ITHM: Ammunition Storage on RASP Trailers,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the iast half of Fetruary and the month
of March, the ASP kept trailers loaded with various types of aumunition
on hand in preparation of the TET offensive,

(b) EVALUATION: The rolling ammunition supply point (RASP) trailers
vere utilized to hold and issue the ammunition end therefore reduce the
requirements for combat essential missions when the Division was undergoing
heavy contact,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: When heavy ammwnition requirements are foreseen,
continue the RASF program,

(16) (C) ITRM: Number of Helipads at Fire Support Bases,
(a) OBSERVATION: Each fire support base should have two helipcads,

(b) EVALUATION: Fire Support Bases usually have one pad built
outside the defensive wire, The ons pad is very satisfactory except
vhen in contact, thsa it is very difficult to secure the pad for
resupply or MEDEVAC.

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION: That two helipads be built, The traditional
one outside for normal use, plus sn auxiliary one inside the fire
support base for use during periods of enemy action, and during periocds
of limited visibility when the alrcraft would be extremely vulisrsble
if parked outside the berm,
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(17) (C) ITEM: Detonatirg Cord,

(a) OBSERVATION: Detonating cord when buried in the ground can
becors unserviceable in a relatively short period of time.

(b) EVALUATION: Examination of the detonating cord has revealed
that it 4s attacked by a termite like insect which bores tnroagh the
protective covering and eats the explosive train.

(c) ERECOMMENDATION: When detonating cord is used in statie
defense situations it should be inspected daily and shculd be buried
only when absolutely necessary.

(48) (U) ITEM: Installation of AN/PRC ?7 in the Light Observation
Helicoptar,

(a) OBSERVATICN: The 2nd Brigade presontly has four "LOH®
helicopters assigned for tscti-al and general support missions. Subject
aircraft is equipped with one PM radio AN/PRC-54 and one UHF radio to
facilitate radio communicatisns. In & tactical suppert role the aireraft
is normally utilized by Battalion Commanders and/or Artillery LNO's; causing
inadequate commnication faeilities,

(b) EVALUATIOK: Aireraft utilized for Command and Control
ships st have adequate communication facilities to insure control,
1.6,, capability for pilot, the Busttalion Commander, and the Artillery
INO to communicate simmltanecusly.

(e¢) RECOMMENDATION: That two PRC-77's with associated antenna
AT27% be installed in the LOH (OH-6) attached to Infantry Brigades for
tactical support missions,

(19) (U) ITEMi Tracked Fuel Vshicla,

(a) OBSERVATION: Need for fuel vehicle that can accompany
tactical vehicle on operations,

(b) EVALUATION: Conventional fuel trucks are unable to nego-
tiate the terrain encountered in cross-country operations, A tracked
fuel vehicle is required.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: The mounting of 600" gallen fuel pods in

M-548 enables the tactical vehicles to cor, st~ their missions with-
out returning to the roads,

Con-tideotral
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-RE-H (4 May 63) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Divigion for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Franoisco 95266 1, JUN1969
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATDN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTHNs GPOP-DT, AP0 96558

703 Agssistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
ery, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Leassons Learned of the 25th Infaniry Division for the period ending
30 4pril 1959,

FOR THE COMMANDERs

<3 el

B. 6. MACDONM.D
1LT. AGC
Asst AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

& JUL 1969

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Couomander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96553

i. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report~Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquartsrs,
25th Infantry Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Authorized Grade of Graves
Registration Section Sergeant," section II, page 181, paragraph A(2);
concur. Standards of grade authorization contained in change 12 to
AR 611-201 (Erlisted lilitary Uccupational Specialties) authorizes an
E7 memorial activities platoon sergeant (105 57FLO) as principle NCO of
a memorial activities unit comprised of 40 or more personnel. This
headquarters will raguest that USARPAC/DA make pen and ink changes to
TOE 10-7G raflecting the grade increase. The unit wpll be furnished an
information copy of the letter requesting the update.

b. (U) DNeference item concerning "Aviation Maintenance MTOE Action,"
section II, page 182, pavagraph A(3). Upon receipt of NTOE submitted to
update UGG authorization, this headquarters will evaluate and process
the docwaent in aceordance with established procedures.

c. (C) Reference item concerning “Techniques for Defeating Enemy
.51 Galiber Anti-Aircraft Fire with the Helicopter Gunships," section II,
page 184, paragrarh B{(4); comcur in the use of this technique for night
operations.,

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Providing the Lew LOH with Enough
Side and Rear Suppression to Suppress Anti-Aircraft fire," section II, psge
190, paragraph B(17); nonconcur. The requirement for a more flexit s
(door mounted) M-134 minigun for the LOH can be submitted through the
ENSURE Program. This procedure would facilitate determining if a USARV -
requirement exists for a new subsystem for the LOH, and if approved,
would also result in adequate testing and flight certificatior of the
weapon subsystem.

e. (U) Reference item concerning "PSYOFS on Tactical Missions,"
section II, page 191, paragraph B(21); concur. Gurrent doctrinal litera~
ture stresses that PSYOPS is a highly effective sur;orting weapors systen
which should be habitually integrated with other we-.pons systems to assist
in the accomplishment of the commander's missior !para 5 ¥ 33-5, Oct 66).

OOWMGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
bb DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

DOD DIR 5260.10
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AVHGC-DST (. May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJKCT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

In addition current doctrine stressss that censistent psychological
attacks upon morale, when integrated with other military operations, caa
lower the combat efficiency of enemy soldiers (para 6c(2) FM 33-5).

Enemy soldiers subjected to psychological operations over extended periods
can be induced to malinger, surrender, desert, or refrain from last diteh
resiatance (para éc(3) M 33-5).

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Voluntary Information Program
(VIP),® section II, page 194, paragraph D(3); concur, Paragraph 6f, USARV
Regulation 381-6 states: "Rewards in the form of goods or equipment may
offer a more positive incentive than cash payments., If rewards of this
nature are made, the item(s) should be common to the area and readily
available on the local market.!

g, (U) Reference item concerning "Kit Carson Scouts,” section II,
page 194, paragrach D(4); concur, Kit Carson Scouts are authorized
based on requirement determined by using unit within overall strength
ceilings of program.

h, (C) Reference item concerning "Duffle Bag and Ambushee," section
II, page 196, paragraph D(10)}; concur, Allocations of sensors to USARV
combat units beginning o/a Sep 69 will permit these units to issue enough
sensors to infantry companies to prepare an ambush kit, as described. In
addition to the GSID, a new sensor called the PSID (Patrol Seismic
Intrusion Detector) will provide a lighter weight and more easily used
system designed specifically for ambush patrols. This will be allocated '
by MACV to all units for use in the ambush role. Unit will be advised i
of above comment, i

i. (C) Reference item concerning "Duffle Bag Targeting Procedure,® ’
section 1I, page 197, paragraph D(13); concur. Operations using these
sensors ere expested to double bty September 1969, USARV has brougat to
the attention of ACSFOR and to the CONARC Liaison Team during their
visit to RVN in June 1969, that inclusion of sensor courses in CONUS '
gervice schools was greatly desired, Some courses are now being :
initiated, A standard sensor BOI is now belng studied by both USARV
and USACDC,

3. (U) Reference item concerning "Insulated Storage Containers,"
section II, page 198, paragraph E(1); concur, The value and method of
oonstruction of the field expedisnt insulated storage container will
be given wideat dissemination through food service nuwsletters and
publications. No further action required at highe: headquarters.

A
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

k, (U) Reference item concerning "Warping of Rotor Blades on the
5LO Rotor System,” section II, page 198, paragraph E(2); concur. The
possibility of damaging main rotor blades on UH-1C and AH-1G aireraft
during abrupt, high speed maneuvers was emphasized at the USARV Flight
Standardization Cenference, 23 June 1969, and will be published in a
USARV Flight Standardization Letter.

1. (U) Reference item concerning "OH-6A Avionics anu Gyro Equip-
ment._t section 1I, page 199, paragraph E(3); nonconcur in any change to
the OH-6A checkiist eontained in ™ 55-1520-21;. No other units have
reported this type failure. It is wsll known that a voltage surge can
damage radio equipment, however, if the checklist iz used without
short-cuts, no problems should ocecur.

m, Reference item concerning "The Aerial Resupply of Ammunition,®
section II, page 199, paragraph E(4); ncnconcur, Adrlift of 152mm main
gun ammmnition in a configuration other than by complete round packaging
is not recommended becauss of the extreme fragility of the round. No
further action required by higher headquarters,

n, (U) Refercnce item concerning "OH-6A Tail Rotor Deterioration,¥
section II, page 200, paragraph E(7); concur. OH-6A Project Managers
0ffice has issued a maintenance procedure for the repalir of tail rotor
tip caps by direct support units, The procedure specifies clearances,
rivets, and bonding material to be used, MNumerous EIR's have estab~
1ished a USAAVSCM review of OH-6A tail rotor materials and bonding
process,

0. (C) Reference item concerning "IC Override of the AR/AAV,
section II, page 201, paragraph E(9); concur, CG USAWECHM has agreed
to apply this modification on 211 future M551 Sheridans before iasue
to using unite, No further action is required.

p. {U) Reference item concerning "Zero Balance of ASL Items,"
seotion II, page 202, paragraph E(12); nonconcur., The items of supply
addressed in this observation are considered to be noncombat essential
and thersfore do not qualify for processing with high prioritiee,

No further astion required at this or higher headquazters.

q. (U) Reference item concerning "Aircraft Iubs 0il (MIL-1-7808),"
section II, page 202, paragraph E(13); concur, USARV letter, dated
3 May 1969, subject: Use of MIL~I~23699 and MIL-L-7808 Oils in Army
Turbine Powered Aircraft, directed the change to MIL-L-23699 for all

components using MIL-1-7808, except CH-47 transmissions and main rotor
hubvs., Stockage level was adjusted accordingly.
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Infantry Division for the
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R-1) (U)

r. (U) Reference item concerning "Intra-Theater Depot Support,"
section 1I, page 203, paragraph E(1L); concur., The conditions de-
scribed in this observation did exist at the time of the writing due
to errors in Qui Nhon depot machine programs, A1l referrals from the
Inventory Control Center, Vietnam (ICCV) were rejected if the supplemen-
fary address did not match the depot customer listing., This problem was
corrected and currently all ICCV referrals are being processed and ship-
ments to supplementary addresses completeld, Referral from the prizary
depot source to other in-country depota is an integral part of ths

Standard Supply System, Vietnam (35VWN), No further action required at
this or higher headquarters,

8. (U) Reference item concerning "Installation of AN/PRC-77 in
the Iight Observation Helicopter,® section II » page 204, paragraph
E(18); concur, Interim command consoles are to be fabricated in USARV
toward this requirement, An ENSURE request is being prepared for a
lightwelght consols for the I0H, which will provide three FM radios

Qe

FOR THE COMMANDER:

' C. o el
LT, AC.
Cy furn: Azsistent Adjutant Generel
25th Inf Div
II FEV
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ﬂééﬂFlDENTIAL

GPOP=DT (1 May 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Cperational Peport of HQ, 25th Inf Div for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

EQ, US Army, Pacific, APO Sar Franctsco 96558 34 AUG 89

TO: Agsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This hesdquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding {ndorse-
aents and concurs in the report as indorsed,

POX THE COMMANDAR IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
At AG
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AP0 San Francisco 96225

AVICCO 25 April 1969

COMMANDERS CUMBAT NOTE NUMBER 28

SUBJEGT: Employment of GS During Combat Operations

1. The riot control agent CS can be employed as a persistent powder for terrain
denial or as a non-persistent pyrotechnic mixture in tac.ical situations where a
short duration of effect. is desired. Employment concepts for various CS munie
tions are describted in the {ollowing paragraphse.

2. Persistent CS.

a. Bulk quantities of persistent CS can be used to restrict the eremy's use
of infiltration routes, base camps, assembly areas, underground tunnels, and
dug-in fighting positionc. Large arca targets or line targets can be covered
by dropping 55 gallen drums containing 80 pounds of CS each from a CH-47 aircraft.
The drumc are armed for detonation on impact. As each drum detonates powdered CS
is disseminated over an area approximately 30 meters in diameter. During the dry
season the CS powder will be effective from i - 6 weeks. Heavy rains will signi=
ficantly reduce the duration of effectiveness.

b. TUse of persistent CS in underground instailations and fighting positions
will prevent the enemy from entering these structures. GContamination can be
achieved by placing 8 pound bags or jeepo cans of powdered CS on detcnating cord
that is strung throughout the tunnels or fighting positions and detonating the
cord. The M25A2, persistent CS filled, baseball grenade may be used to contam-
inate small tunnel entrances and fighting positicns. The grenade has a bursting
radius of S meters.

3. Tactical non-persistent CS.

a. E158 CS Clusters. This munition is aerial delivered from a UH~l or CH-47
aircraft at altitudes between 700 ~ LOOO feet. A single munition will cover an
area approximately 100 meters in diameter. Within 10 - 15 seconds after the muni-
tion functions the target area is covered with an incapacitating concentration of
agent CS. The agent cloud will effectively reduce we aimed fire capability of
an attacking or defeding enemy force. Unmasked trcops will become incapacitated
after a 10 - 15 second exposure to the agent, the t.ocome disoriented and often
evacuate their fighting positions exposing thems “'rec to friendly fire. Specific
situations for employment are:

(1) During offensive exploitation operations when the objective is to
gain physical control of the target area and its popuiation with minimum casual-
ties.
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SUBJECT: Employment of €S During Combat Operations

(2) During a ground attack that is preceded by close ar support prepara~
tory fires on the cbjectives. The use of CS prior to air and artillery fires or
infantry moving onto a position makes enemy forces more vulnerable.

(3) During actions for canalizing a withdrawing hostile force into a kill-
irg zone or blocking position and for restricting an avenue of escape from the
objective area.

(L) During actions where interdiction or harassing attacks into known or
suspected enemy stcaging areas on a non-patterned recurring basis are desired. When
employed in this manner the E158 munition may complement a sinultaneous psycholo-
gical operations effort.

(5) During an attack of a mixed populzation target where it is desired to
neutralize an entire community, village or hamlet with CS to facilitate search and
clear operations.,

() ZLanding zone preparations. E158 munitions dropped on suspected eremy
positions surrounding a landing zone will flush the enemy out and suppress his aimed
fire capability while troops are being unloaded in the area.

(7) During defensive actions as an on call measure to deter or disrupt an
attack on a defensive position, an outpost, or a defended hamlet or village.

(8) During a hostile ambush atteck to aseist in countering the ambush or
in suspected target areas of possible ambuching forces.

(9) During retrograde operations when the munition could be used as a
means of breaking contact when a unit's position becomes untenable ana the use
of conventional firepower would inflict friendly casualties because of the close
proximity of hostile forces.

(10) The E158 can be used for reconnaissance in areas where aircraft are
receiving fire from the ground and the target cannot be sufficiently defined.
CS dropped on the area may cause the eneny to move and provide a target for artile
lery.

b. E8 CS Launcher. The E8 launcher is a multiple tube 35mm munition capable
of dispersing riot control agent CS over an area target of approximately LO meters
wide by 150 deep. An incapacitating concentration of agent CS will cover the tare
get area within 15 - 30 seconds after firing the munition. The effects of the
agent are the same as those described for the E158 munition. Specific concepts
for employment ares

(1) Counterambush and nffensive cperations. The EB launcher can be mounted
on armored.personnel carriers (APC), tanks, and 2% ton vehicles. Mounted and ready
to fire, the E8 munition can be used to engage possible ambush sites or defensive
fighting positions.
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SUBJECT: Bnployment of CS During Combat Operations

(2) Static defense positions. As time allows, a number of E8 munitions
may be emplaced scme distance from the position to cover likely avenues of approach
as an initial deterrent to the advance of hostile forces.

(3) Retrograde actions. The EB munition may be used as a means of break-
ing contact when 2 unit's position becomes untenable.

(4) Attack of mixed population targets. The impact velocity of the sub-
munitions ejected from the E8 munitior. is slow <enough that lethal impact effe~ts
will not result if personnel in the target area are hit. This characteristic of
the munition makes it well suited f{or neuiralizing entire villages or hamlets
with CS to facilitate search and clear operations and to minimize injury to non-
comhatants.

< d7A3 and XM5h grenades. The M7A3 is a standard CS grenade usually carried
in small guantities by ground truops. It can be used effectively for flushing
enemy personnel out of small tunnel complexes. It may also be used to harass and
disrupt small groups of eremy forces when in close contact. Cases of the M7A3
can be rigged for dropping from a heiicopier at altitudes between 700 -~ 1100 feet.
The XM5h is the M7A3 CS grenade with a 12 second delay fuze. The addition of the
delay fuze permits aerial dissemination of the grenades at an altitude of 1500
fec.. The M7A3 and XM5h rigged for asrial delivery can be used as a substitute
for the E158.

d. XM6S1 LOmm CS cartridge. The LOmm CS cartridge was developed for the M79
launcher and is employed for flushing the enemy out of enclesed positions such as
caves, Fouses, bunkers and other fortifications. Maximum accuracy of the car-
tridge ic obtained at ranges up to 200 meters. Area targets may be engaged up to
40O meters. The projectiles will penetrate window glass or up to 3/h inch thick
pinewood at 200 meters before releasing CS.

ee Mortar and artillery projectiles. Maximum results frem CS filled mortar
and artillery rounds can be arhieved by using them in a target preparation role.
Preceding HE fires by one to ten minutes with CS rounds will often flush the enemy
out of fortified positions and increase the effectiveness of subsequent HE rounds.
The CS rounds may also be used in harassing and interdiction fires and in built
vp areas where it is desired to reduce property loss and civilian casualties.
Presently, there are two types of projectiles in RVN. They are:

(1) The X630, 4.2 in CS cartridge. The ¥M630 cartridge ejects four
canisters either on impact or at a preset optimum altitude of 120 meters above
ground level. The CS agent from one round covers an area of approximately 320
square meters. The round may be employed up to a range of 5650 meters.

(2) The X629, 105mm CS projectile. The 1%5mm CS round also ejects four
CS canisters on ground impact or at a preset altiiude. The single round coverage
for the 105 projectile is similar to that of the L.2 inch cartridge. However,
the 105 round can be employed at ranges up .o 7000 meters.
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L. Three factors which must be considered when employing any C5 munitions are:

a. Use sufficient munitions to cover cumpletely the periphery of the target
+0 make ugse of escape rovtes difficult. .

b. On moving targets, sufficient munitions must be employed to cover the
area of possible movement.

c. Timely exploitation of the target area must be accomplished to gain the
maximm effectiveness of the agent.

5. The employment of £S during tactical operatioas provides the field commander
a capability of maintairning pressure on the enemy with 2 minimum risk to friend-
1y personnel.

N Y
S oo
ELLIS W. WILLIAMSON
Major Gensral, USA

Commanding
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- DEFARTMENT OF THI ARMY .
ISADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APQ San Francisco 96225

AVDCCu 27 April 1969

COMMANDERS COMBAT NOTE NUMBER 29

SUBJECT: Killer Eye

1. Killer Bye is a practical device utilized for the detection of trip
Wwires and destruction of the accompanying testyirap. The device is fabri-
cated from the eye boli lifting plug locaisrd in the fuze uell of 155mm

or B-inch artillery ammunition.

2. The 1liftinz plug iz rigged fov operation by attaching a S0-foot length
of rope WD-1/TT jacketed ficld telephons wire or claymore firing wire tn
the lifting ring. Clawmore firine wire is preferable 1o telerhone wire
because of jte greater flexivility.

3. As the soldier moves into a snspeciza aoobvrrap area he searches by
throwirg the Killer Bye oub te h is fromt as {ar as poswible., He then assumes
a prone positicn and retrisves the Killer Lye. 4ny tripwires present will

4

be snagged ny the plag as il passes ever them and the Doobytrap detonated.
This procedure is repeated as the solaior noves forward.

}Qé /Mzw@ -

~ELLIC W. WILLTAMSON
Major General, USA
GCommandi ng

Incl 3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

ConerDEATIAL
AVDCOP 4 Hay 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACS3-32) (X-1)

T70: Commanding General
United States Army, Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96375

1 (U) NAME OR IDENTITY AND/OR TYPE OF OPERATION: PB Frontier ity
(0f fensive-Defense)

2 (U)DATES OF OPERATION: 240800 April - 260630 April 69.

3 (C)LOCATION: Hieu Thien Province, RVN (X1203288)(See Annex A)
4 (C) CONTROL HFADQUARTERS: 18t Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
5 (U)REPORTING OFFICER: G3, 25th Infantry Division

6 (U)TASK CRGANIZATION: Co C, 4=9 Inf Bn with 1 plat, Biry B, 7=-11 Arty
( 105mm Howdtzers)

7 (C)SUPPORTING FORCES: The supporting forces for this operation
consisted of the normal combat support forces of the 25th Inf Diw
Artillery, Army Aircraft and US Air Force Aircraft, The support com-
mitted to the battle was not specifically planned for exclusive support
of PB Frontier City, rather the general disposition of division sup-
porting forces had been planned-in aivance to support multiple con-
tingencies, Only the missaion had to be given to shifv the fires of
the supporting uri.ts into the area of contact,

8. US Artillery,
(1) Indirect fire. Listed below are the artillery units which

provided indirect fire support to PB Frontier City, The mission of
the unit is indicated,

(a) Btry B, 2-77 Arty (105mm) attached to 7-11 Arty Bnm,

Mission: Direct Support, 18t Brigade, 25th Inf Div, Location: FSB
Sedgwick (X7248308),

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
LaNEIDENTIAL DECLASSI FIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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(v) Btry B, 1-27 Arty (155%m) II FFORCEV Arty, Mission:
General Support - Reinforcing, 25th Inf Div Arty. location FSB
Stonenan (XT301372).

(c¢) Section, Btry D, 3«13 Arty (8 in,). Mission: General
Support Reinforeing, 7-11 Arty Bn, Location: FSB Stoneman,

(d) Btry B, 2-32 Arty (175%mm). II FFORCEV Arty, Mission:
Generel Support - Reinforcing 25th Inf Div Arty. Location: Tay Ninh
Base Camp (XT165515),

(2) Direct Fire - 1 platoon, Btry, 7-11 Arty was positioned at
PB Frontier City, Mission: Direct fire support of the Patrol Base
employing "Killer Jr¥: t{ime fuzed rounds, fired with minimum charge
set to burst close in to defending aress,

b, US Army Aircraft - Zleven (11) Light Fire Teams (Two AH~G
Cobra aircraft) flew in support of the operation,

¢, US Air Force Aircraft -
(1) Spooky Aircraft - Three were committed to the battle,
(2) shadow Aircraft - One aireraft was committed,
(3) Fighter Aircraft = 2 F405 and 2 F-1005 were enployed,
8 (C)INTELLIGENCE: The general status and disposition of enemy forces
in the vicinity of Patrol Base Frontier City (vic X1'203288) prior to the

25-26 April atteck on the base was believel to have bean as follows
(see overlay):

UNLT 1O CATION STRENGTH SOURCE OF INFORMATION
271 VC/NVA Regt Cambodia opposite 1300 Prisoners; agent
Straight Edge Woods reports, & othet sowrces

272 VC/NVA Regt Angel's Wing Prisoners; agent

800
reports; & other sources
Dy VC/NVA B Dispersed vic XI'1627 300 Rallier; agent reports
0

D14 VG/NVA Bn  Dispersed vic XT1627 -

Prisonera; agent reports
1 0o SSE of Tay Ninh City

Codm DEA\T’I&L'
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SUBJECT: {ombat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3-32)(K-1)

The attack on Patrol Base Frontier City was executel by an estimated two
battalion size force which approached the base from the southeast, south
and southwest, The enemy used standard tactics in the atback, which
consisted of a preparation with heavy artillery fire using 107mm rockets,
RPG8, 60mm and 82mn mortars amd .51 cal machinegun fire, The artillery
attack was followed by an attempted sapper penetration and ground assault,
Enemy losses in the action were 214 KIA and 6 PWs, Interrogation of five
of the prisoners and translation of captured documents identified the

24 and 34 Battalione of the 27¢ VC/NVA Regiment, Four of the PWs indi~
cated that they hal been with the 9th Division for less than a month,
Three of the prisoners had infiltrated from North Vietnam during the
December ~ April time frame. Two of the new North Vietnamsse arrivals
stated that oncetheir infiltration battalion arrived 2t the 9th Division,
the cadre personnel at company level and higher returned to Nerth Vietnam
with South Vietnamese cadre tsking their places, Morale within the
prisonerfs units ranged from poor to good. The strength of the 2 ad

d Battalions wag at least 0 each prior to the attack at Frontier Gity.
One of the PWs said that the 3rd Battalion left ite base camp near the
Cambodian border on 23 fApril. vhere it had been serving as a security
force for the 271 Regiment headquartera, and began moving toward its
objective, Patrol Base Frontier City. Statements from the prisoners
regarding future intentions of thdir units were vague aml generally
negative, However, one of the P¥s did state that an attack wes to be
launched on Saigon and Gia Dinh in May 69 in order to "Resolve the
battle in SN, The infantry elements were supported by the 12,7mm
anti-aircraft machinegur company and the 75mm recoilles s rifle support
company of the 271 Regiment which were identified from documents,

Codes fcurd on one document, were associated with the 69 Artillery Command
thus suggesting that COSVN artillery support elements augmented the

9 VC/NVA Division for the attack,

b, Patrol Base Frontier City was situated in a flat open area
approximately three kilometers to the north of the Cambodian border, The
terrain surrounding the base was generally open with small wooded areas
300m southwest and 150m southwest of the bass, C(over and conceslment
was provided along avenue? of apmroach to the base from the southwest
and the southeast by thess woded areas, Visual observation from the
base was good over long distances except for the two amall wooded areas,
Fields of fire were clear and observation was good in the areas immedi-
ately ad Jacent to the patrol base, Dense brushwood lined a northeaste
southwest stream which passed within 450 meters of the base to the southe
east, Shortened avenues of approach to the base Zrom the south; scuthe
east and east were provided from positions located in the vegetated areas
along this stream.

¢, Weather was clear and vieibility good during the evening amd
early morning of 25+26 April,
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d, Psbrol Base Frontier City was located in the Long Khank Village
area, Hieu Thien District, of Tay Ninh Province. The Long Khanh ares
ercompasses the southeast portion of ths Straight Edge Woods; its
southern boundary is the Vietnaese Cambodian border. Iong Xhanh Village
wes given a "C" rating in the most recent MACV Hamlet Evaluation System
(HES) Report, Pro-GVN sentiment of the local populace is marginsl snd
sneny elements, when in that area, are believeld raceive significant
support from the peopls,

9 (U)HISSION: To provide pacification and security means, interdict VG/
NVA lines of communicationg £ind and destroy base areas and caches, and
elements of the 272nd Regt, D1 and D16 Bns,

10 (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: [~9 Inf established a patrol bsse 24 April
1969 vic Xr203288 utilizing one rifle company; reinforced by twe 105am
Howdtzers, Platoon sizad sweeps were conducted out of this base during
the day,

11 (C) EXEQUTION: (See ANNEX B ~ sketch)PB Frontier City was one of &
series of PBs which hal been established along the Cambedian Border by
the 25th Infantry Division, The specific order for the esatablishment of
Patrol Base Frontier City was issued to the 18t Brigaie on 21 April 1969,
The base was to be established 2/ April 1949,

Company G, 4=9 Inf was given the mission to establish and occupy FB
Frontier City, Company A, 4-9 Inf wes designated the support Company,
The need for a support company was dictated by the requirement that the
PB def'enses be completed prior to dark of the first night, On 24 April
1969 Company C walked overland to the location of PB Frantier City,
Company A was airlifted into the are:, Ons D5 bulldozer was moved to
the area by Flying Crane (CH-54) and a D7 Dozer was floated down the Vam
Co Dong on a raft snd then floated down the Rach Bao Canal, It was moved
the remainder of the distance overland, With these assets in the area,
the construction of PB Frontier City was begun, Previcus experience had
shown that the circular perimeter defense was most effective for patrol
bases,

The capability to locate and build a hardened company fighting posi-
*don with overhead cover in 9 hours is critical to the succeds of this
operation,

The position of the patrol base was selected and an engineer stake
was driven at the center, A rops /0 meters long was attached to the stake
and stretched out from the center - this formed the radius of the circular
trace of the bunker line, Next, an aiming circle was positioned at the
center of the circle, and an initial engineer stake was driven at (° to
merk the pus®tion »f the first burker, Additional stakes were driven every
1P arour’ ae perimeter to mark the locations of all 24 tunkers,
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Outside the bunkerline, another circle was marked 75 meters out,
This estabiished the location of the perimeter defansive wire barrier,

After the bunker positions hal bsen marked; a standard packege was
dropped at each of the 2/ stakes, This package consisted of one 15 pound
shaped demolition charge, 2 sheets of piercel steel planking, and a
burdle of sand bags, The shgped charges were placed next to the engi-
neer stakes and the initial hole for the bunker was blown, A standard
9t bunker was then built using the PSP amd sardbags and squaring up the
blown crater,

At the samne time that Company C was building their bunkers, Company
A, the support company, was establishing the wnre barrier, This cone
sisted of one row of wriple concertina wire, Three hundred claymores wers
enplaced in two concentric circles between the burnkers and the wirs (15
per bunker),

As the bunkers were completed the bulldozers pushed up berms bstween
each bunker establishing a 360° wall arourd the position, Further, the
tlldozers worked inside the perimeter establishing pits for storage of
ammuri tion, These pits were then coverel with two layers of sandbags
for overhesl cover,

A standard 20! observation tower was flown in, fully assemhled,
by a (H«47 and positionel in the center of the patrol base, The top was
sardbagged and the AN/PPS-4 radar and starlight scope were positionsd on
top of ths tower for night operation.

Finslly. the two 105mm howitzers were moved into position behind
epared interior berms and laid to fire direct firs, principal direction
of fire to the south,

The fields of fire were clearad by ths bulldozers, including the
levelirg of all rice paldy dikes to a distance of 100 meters beyond the
wire, By 241700 Amril 69, the position was ready, Company A was airlifted
out, and Company C took up their fighting positions for the night,

Ths night of 24 Apiil was quiet, There was a radar sighting of
movenent shortly before midnight, apparently a small reconnaissance
party, The remainder of the night passed without event,

During the daylight hours of 25 April Company A continued to improve
the Patrol Base and conducted local seturity reconnaissance patrols,
No enemy contact wes mede, The two bulldozers were moved out of the area
by air and rafts,

At 251945 Apr the PPS-4 radar, mounted atop the tower, picked up
movement on an azimuth of 4200 mils of an estimated company sized unit,
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This target was mot immediately engaged. Both thexradar amd starlight
scope continued to observe to permit the situation to develop further,

This delay in engaging was probably & contributing factor to the high body
count, A% 2100 howrs, the starlight scope observed movement of a platoon
sized element at 1000 meters, This unit wes positioning RPG wespons ad
anmunition along a rice paddy dike to be picked up and used by other
elements that would be committed to the attack, At 2200 hours the radar
was picking up heavy movement throughout the sector from 4200 to 6000 mils,
Addi tion2lly, one piatoon was sighted in the starlight scope, At this time
a Night Hawk (1 UH-1 Flare Ship ard 2 AK-1G Cobras) was circling on sta-
tion to the north of Patrol Base Frontier City. The perimeter was marksl
utilizing smudge pots amd railroad flares; the 8im mortars fired a Section
2 rourds into the target area io mark; next, the mortars fire Section 1
rowd of illumination over the enemy target., With the target wall de-
fined and the friendly position well marked, the battalion S3 called in
Might Hawk to engage the enemy force, The gunships from B (o, Z5th Avia-
tion Battalion "rolled in" and killed 25 VC/NVA soldiers., At 2230 hours
8, 155mm and 105mm artilleryfired the first of two Firscracker T0Ts in
the area of contact, At 2300 hours the artillery completed the second 10T
amd the secondary Light Fire Teem hal expended its ordnance,

Immediately, the battalion S3; the senior officer at the position,
directed the two direct fire 105mm Howitzers to fire a pattern of Killer
Junior, The avea to he covered was a 360° sweep, ranging from 500«1000 meters
from the wire, This misszion was fired, and at 2330 hours all was momentare
11y quiet at PB Frontier City, however, radar sightings were still vey
heavy; starlight ohservation wa2 continued,

At 260035 April the silence was roken by the initial impacting rounds
of a heavy mortar and rocket barrage, This shelling continued without
intecruption, and at 0100 hours the VC/NVA launched a battalion sized ate
tack from the south in an attempt to breach the wire, The wire was tlown
by a barngalore torpedo and {i VC/NVA penetrated the barrier, Immediately,
the claymores were blown in the penetration areay, and the attack wes blun~
ted, A 90mm recoillezs rifle crew and two M-60 machine gun crews engaged
the enenmy attempting to treach the barrier, Two Light Fire Teams that were
orbiting in the ares were ordered to make /Omm passes from West to East
dropping the rounds along the outer wire in the midst of the attacking
eenmy Lattalion, This was the begimning of the rout and destruee
tion of the enemy force, They had been stopped in their attemnt to pene-
trate the wire, amd they troke and fled towards the wood line to the south,

By this point in the battle the pattern for {ire support had been es-
tablished by the Battalion S3, 105mm Artillery fire was being placed to
the south and the southeast, of the position; 17%mm Artillery fire was be-
ing placed south of the position; Light Fire Tcans were covering the west
axd east sides of the parimetor, and Spooky wss &also firing to the south where
the main attack had occured, MNo fire was being placed on ths north side
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of the position a3 there were no enemy activity in that area, At 260135

& USAF PAC was on station overhead in an 0V-10, He directed two airstrikes
(2 PAC nd 2 F1008) on targets to the west of the positions; including two
.51 caliber anti-aircraft weapons positions,

The enzny suppreesive fires contimued heavy until 0230, Many of the
weapons and firing positions hed been eliminated by air sirikes, Light
Fire Tems and srtillery which was placed to the rsar of the attacking
force, In addition to the heavy indirect suppressive fires throughout
ths atteck, the enemy had also utilized five ,51 cal machine guns in the
direct fire supporting role, Three ware firing on the position from the
south, one from the east, one from ths west. M more ,51 caliber
machine guns had been placed further out to provide anti-aircraft fires for
the attacking fores, Those positions were destroyed or silenced by friend-
1y fires,

By 033 howrs; heavy eneny fire had terminated, amd only sporadic wsapons
ire was received for the remainder of the night, The combat forces con-
tinued 1o placoe fire on enemy targets of opportwnity until 0630 howrs,
At that time the batile terminated,

SUMMARY:

(1) Friendly expenditure - An inventory after the battle indicated that
the following smowmnts of crdnance were expended by US Forces:

(a) 11 Lighv Fir: Teams (22 Cobras - AH-1C)
(v) 3 sporky aircraft (16,000 rds 7.62mm esch)
() 1 shadow aircraft (31,000 rds 7,62mm)
(1) 2000 rounds Artillery (mixed calibers)
(¢ 10 = 500 1b bombs and 10 napalm cannisters (2F4C & 2 P100 AC)
(f) 800 8mm mortar rounds
(g) 150 claymores
(h) 200 90mm Heat rounds
(1) 1500 M7 rounds
(3) 200 frag grenades
(k) 50,000 reunds of 7,62 (LMG)
(1) 70,000 rownds of 5.56 (M16)
(2) Enemny ordance expended (Suppressive Fire):
() 15 107m rockets
(b) 180 RPG rounds
(¢) 275 82um and &0mm mortar rounds
(3) Cosmunications - The complete battile was controlled by the normal
B{ Commard Net authorized by T04E supplemented by plone communications
within the base, The Battalion S3, who was the senior officer on the scene,
utilized an AN/PRC~25 radio to control the total action,
Some enemy janming wes experieanced just before the sgsault started,
However,; it was strong enough to affect only the Company Command Net at

Conmipennial. g2
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patrol Base Frontier City, Nae of the other US units in the vicinity ex-

perienced any radio Jememing.
() Initial Engsgament - Enemy forces wers initielly engagel by direc

fire weapons st a range of 950 meters.
(5) Enemy Penetration - The VC/NVA forces penstrated the wire barrier
at one location, This was stopped a3 diacussed in the narrative, No tun-

kers ware penstrated,
12 (C)RBILIS:
s, Friedly: 1 US WA,

(4

b, Eneny lotaes:

Captured: 214 KIA (Body Count)

6 Priscners-of-War

27 &K-4"g

27 G Launchers

4 60mn Mortsrs
1 .51 caliber machinegun
§ Light Machinegun

10 &S Rifles
1 75mm Recoillexs Rifle
1 107mm Rocket Launcher
1 82mm Mor tar

Destroyed: 102 Hard Grenades
30 RPG Rourds
17 60mm Mortar Rourds
1 82mm Mortar Round
4 57om Recoilless Rifle Rounds
4 Bangalore Torpedoes
8700 Small Arme Rounds
100 1bs Web Gear
The area round the patrol base was swepl by US Porces,

13, ADMINISTRATLVE MATTERS:

s, Supply. The patrol base concept developed by this division in-
cludes an initial build up of supplies to allow the base to be self sup
porting in case of a sustainel ground attack, This 48 necessary since
the patrol base concept anticipates that the enamy will attack the poei-
tion, Ws select the fighting groumd,

Twmty-one (H-47 Supply Sorties were flown the first day to establish
Patrol Base Frontier City, This incluled a basic loed of rations, &l-
though two hot meals (treakfest and supper) would be fed when possible,
The following emcunts of ammunition wers on had:
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G0 rounds 05mm BB (Killer Junior)
800 rourds 8imn HE and INlumination
* 20 rounds Claymore Mines (15 per bunker)
200 roumis 90mm Heat and Cannister
6 cases Trip Flares
70,000 rounds 7,62wm (460)
100,000 rounds 5,56mm (¥16)

After the heavy firing ceased, & 9 ship lift of Y#-1 helicopters
brought in an sssorted load of ssmum.tion resupply.

b, Maintenance -~ Only first echelon maintenance was performed in the
ares of Patrol Base Frontier City., This was done by individuals and crews
of crew.served weapons,

¢, Trangportation:
(1) Helicopters were the principal means of transportation,
(2) Rafts - See "Special equpmen: and techniques" balow {psr 1k,b)

d, Medical evacuation - None requirel durirg the contact,
14, Special Equipment and Techniques

a, Rarid Defense Construction - The technlques of establishing a
hardened company fighting position in 9 hours (discussed under "Execution®
above) is considered umique in i1teelf, Under the operating conditions
which existed in the area of PB Frontier Qity, 1t was imperative that
adequate defenses be complete by nmight fall the first day, Thiz wes
accomplished,

b, Rafting of D7 Bulldozer - An M4TE, 5 f1:5% reinforced raft was
used to move a D7 Bulldozer to the 8ite, 'he route of movement utilized
the Vam Co Dong and Rach Bao Canal, The final portion of the trip wes
made "walking" the bulldozer overland with an infantry escort, This
method eliminated the need for a lowboy, mechanized escort and a long
and tedious road opening operation, The mine threat was essentially
by-pasaed,

¢, Position Markang - Smudge pots and railroad flares were usel to
mark clearly friendly positions from the air, This facilitated control
of airstrikes and gunships.

d, Specific Firing Areds - Specific firing areas were estsblishsd

for each of the supporting weapons being anplovet in the area, The
specific areas designated were discussed under "Evscution",
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e, Command and Gontrol - The battalion S3 conducted the integrated
air-growd defense« from atop the 20 foot radar tower loceted in the center
of the Pairol Bats, This location had certain wunique alvantages over a
cozmard and control aircraft; it was located at .he center of the action,
it reduced the nuzber of aircraft over the arvas allowing light firas teams
and tactical aircraft more frecdem of action, tha personal presence of a field
grade of ficer wuid influence the action if necessary, and thare was o
fuel limitation to preclude remaining over ihe action at all times,

The battalion S3 had anticipated using the tower as a command post in
t!- ovent of an attack ani ran direct telephons lines to the rifle company
conmaders (P, the 105mn Howit2er znd the 8imm mortar firing positions,
Two AN/PRC~255 were empioyed; one on the battalion command net and one on
the trigade commard net, During the ¢onduct of the defense, with the
rifle company commander on the ground, the battaliocr S-3 on & tweaty
foot observation tower and the trigade cormander overhead in a Uhe} command
end control helicopter, a totem pole comnmnd strusture was obtained physically
as well as militarily,

15. (U) (ONCLUSIONS Patrol Base Frontier City was the fifth base of

this type to be established slong the Cambodian Frontier, Although the
battle at PB Frontier City was fought as a defenso of a strong point, the
basic concept is one of pre-emption - by meeiing the enemy on carefully
selected and prepared ground of our chooszing we were sble to deliver & ¢rip-
plirg defeat to major enemy maneuver elements,

FOR THE COMHMANDER:

3 Incl s/ Robert L, Fair

1, Map t/ ROBERT L. FAIR
T g o Colonel, GS
—Sr—Sketeh——— Cnief of Staff
Incis 2 and 3 to Incl 3 wd Hq, DA

A TRUE OPY.

In..Jp /&f

MICHAEL D. KEATING
Major, Armor
Division Historian
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